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The Thought Control Policy and the Yamato-juku in Colonial Korea
HONG Jongwook

In July 1938, the Korean Federation of Patriots (4} 5} BARHREEY) was
established in order to mobilize Korean political prisoners charged with thought
crimes into ideological warfare. The Federation promoted independent management
by Koreans. In particular, a system in which Koreans could serve as general affairs
and branch chiefs and Japanese could assist them as assistant general affairs and
deputy branch chiefs was promoted, reminiscent of the vice minister politics (RE E
&) during the time of Japanese supervision in Korea or the internal guidance (P
$83%) of Manchuria by Japan. This experiment of the Federation was the impetus of
decolonization (FEAHEHI{L) . A similar stage was required for the decolonization
process, as there was the vice minister politics in the colonization process in Korea.
However, this effort was frustrated because it triggered a sense of crisis that ethnic
hierarchy was being overturned. As a result, decolonization in Korea did not go
smoothly. Korean intellectuals during the Sino-Japanese War period raised the
“theory of cooperative integration between Japan and Korea” (IF#109PEE—1KG6) |
which was similar to a kind of self-governing theory, in awareness of the “theory of
East Asian cooperative” (W[ [RI{AF) , but eventually it was overturned by the
Governor General. The path of the Federation overlaps with the fate of the theory of
cooperative integration between Japan and Korea. A precursor to decolonization
emerged, but was immediately suppressed. The experiment of the Federation was
an episode where a small piece of the Korean society during the war could be seen.

With the appearance of Yamato-juku (KFl1#4) |, focus was placed on training
political prisoners, such as the emphasis of the Japanese spirit by Zen meditation.
Practice and life was more important than theory and ideology. This change was in
response to the political situation where integration between Japan and Korea that
was once accepted as “escape from discrimination” was now denied and the
establishment of Moral Korea (E#ifif) became strongly vocal. The Governor
General tried to negotiate directly with society and the people. And there were
Japanese language classes ([HiEi#¥ 4) and vocational training (%) on the
contact surface. The political prisoners were mobilized for vocational training such
as farm work, and forced to become teachers at Japanese language classes. Korean
intellectuals were prevented from becoming national leaders and were forced to be
reborn as Japanese citizens. Yamato-juku conducted various social activities, such
as women's education and social welfare, and developed “national music, national
plays” in collaboration with artists. This was a sign of the relationship between the
state and society in the North and in South Korea after liberation. The Governor
General sought to promote state building to the depths of society. Wartime Korean
society was the extreme of colonial modernity and at the same time a blueprint of
postcolonial society.





