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Historical Research on the Japan-Goryeo Relations in Japan : 1992—2016
MURAI Shosuke

An international symposium on the recollection and prospects of historical
research on the Korea-Japan relations was held in Chuncheon, South Korea, on
September 16, 2017, to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the Korea-Japan
Historical Society, in which I was one of the keynote speakers. This article is a
slightly revised version of the treatise on which the speech was based. The research
trends over the last 25 years, taking into account each of the treatises presented,
can be summarized as follows:

The research on diplomatic documents exchanged between Japan and Goryeo
dramatically developed particularly in the studies of Wokou (Japanese pirates) in
its early stage, the Yuan Dynasty’s invasions of Japan, and Wokou after the Kanoe-
no-tora year (AC1350). In connection to this, prospects of changes in the formats of
diplomatic documents and advance in the comprehension of diplomatic documents
also draw attention. The process of making active efforts to discover new historical
materials and reexamine known records, from which a new image of history forms,
is exceptionally remarkable.

Studies placed not only in the bilateral perspective, but more broadly in eastern
Eurasia, include one that finds activities of the Khitan people behind the Japan-
Goryeo relations in the late Heian period and one that focuses on the activities of
Southern Song that attempted to destruct the interaction of Yuan and Goryeo with
Japan. This area of research, however, is still at the beginning stage. Research on
the history of sea areas and maritime exchange include a study on Song traders who
acted as intermediaries, one that focuses on the roles of Islets, and one that
considers Wokou and Japanese as marginal people. This area of study, however, has
been somewhat stagnant in recent years.

Analysis of the mutual recognition of Japan and Goryeo includes a report that
argues the variation of perception due to changes in the international environment
and one that points out the attitude of Buddhists who tend to ignore each other.
Exploration of the historical resources on Buddhism will become the future basis of
this research.

It is increasingly important to know the site where an incident took place before
reading a historical document on such an incident. Such an attitude is evident in
such studies of the transition of Goryeo’s locations of external communication and
active surveys of the sites of Wokou activities. I hope that the narrow strips of wood
discovered in the ships of the Goryeo period, which were sunken in the southwestern
coastal waters of the Korean Peninsula, will pave the way for the perspective of
comparing Japan and Goryeo from the angle of social economy.
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