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Shen Yue’s Songshu and His Mentality
Characteristic of the Southern Dynasties

WATANABE Yoshihiro

Like the Hanshu 3, a successor to the Shangshu W2, the Songshu K&
takes the form of a bibliographic-thematic dynastic history, a format that became
a model for subsequent official histories. Further, because Shen Yue L%, follow-
ing the Chun-chu FFX, considered that the aim of a history should be praise
and censure, he maintained that it should follow the straightforward style of the
Southern historian Dong Hu #JR. But in the greater part of his preface and in
his discussion of history he sets forth arguments for the legitimization of the
“Shen clan of Wuxing 2#1” and his work displays the character of a “history” of
the aristocracy that had developed as a form of family scholarship.

Shen Yue considered the sine qua non for the aristocracy to lie in the posses-
sion of both titular rank, which guaranteed the hereditary transmission of high
rank under an aristocracy acting as a state-sanctioned class system, and cultural
values, which served as the basis for the continuing existence of aristocrats as so-
cial beings. But aristocrats, who should, properly speaking, have been responsi-
ble for governance, did not possess the ability to govern, and court favourites
carried out administrative tasks under the sovereign, leading to a loss of support
for the Liu Song. In order to forestall this, it was necessary to present the modus
vivendi of the aristocracy as a model.

As the basis for the continuing existence of aristocrats as social beings, Shen
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Yue placed Confucianism at the root and sought for them a monopoly on cultural
values associated with the three teachings (Confucianism, Buddhism, and Dao-
ism) and the four branches of learning (metaphysics, Confucianism, literature,
and history), and in order for them to be able to continue to hold titular rank as
aristocrats under an aristocracy acting as a state-sanctioned class system, he also
used the concept of “wisdom” to show the importance of the art of being able to
survive amongst sovereigns and other power-holders. This represented Shen
Yue’s model for aristocrats.

Further, by affirming on the one hand the change in dynasty but also plac-
ing great value on loyalty to the sovereign, Shen Yue found a compromise be-
tween the concept of “loyalty” and acceptance of changes in dynasty. On the basis
of “wisdom,” he presented a model for how to live as an aristocrat in the political
circumstances of the Southern Dynasties, where changes in dynasty occurred
regularly.

And in an international situation in which a powerful country of foreign peo-
ples loomed to the north, Shen Yue presented a new worldview that differed from
China’s hitherto worldview and abandoned the Confucian ideal of “great unity.”

In the view of history presented in Shen Yue’s Songshu, it was not just the ac-
ceptance of dynastic change by means of the concept of “loyalty,” the use of the
concept of “all under heaven” (tianxia XT) to refer only to Jiangnan, and the
abandonment of “grand unity” that were characteristic of the Southern Dynas-
ties. As well, not only a monopoly on cultural values but also the way in which he
presented a model for aristocrats specific to the Southern Dynasties that equated
the art of living amongst power-holders with “wisdom” gave expression to Shen

Yue’s mentality characteristic of the Southern Dynasties.
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