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How should we understand the origins of international organizations after the Second World War,
especially those of the United Nations (UN) Specialized Agencies that deal with economic and social
fields? This has been considered from the viewpoint of how the legacy of the inter-war international
organizations was inherited by the UN system. However, reviews of the former literature on the
transition from the League of Nations to the UN reveal a lack of studies about the wartime activities
of international and non-governmental organizations.

Previous studies have examined historical facts about social and economic organizations under
the League of Nations during wartime. However, they have focused on the distance between
wartime leadership at the pinnacle of power politics and the activities of these organizations based
on independence from power politics. Several studies clarified that this distance was desired in
international technical cooperation during the inter-war period. However, the study of international
organizations has reached a stage where it is necessary to examine their experiences in the Second
World War in more detail, as these experiences were different from the aspects of legacies in the
inter-war period, which the newly established UN system inherited.

We must re-examine the wartime collaborations between some international social movements
and the Allied Powers. The International Labour Organization (ILO) was established in 1919 and has
survived through the Second World War to the present; yet, the relationship between the ILO and
the Allies or other international organizations have not been adequately examined. Following the
announcement of the Atlantic Charter by Britain and US in August 1941, the ILO was among the
first to respond to the fifth clause of the charter, which called for improving working conditions and
“raising standards of living.” This was reflected in the ILO holding the Wartime General Assembly
in October of the same year. Therefore, in examining the trends of international organizations during
the Second World War, this study focuses on the ILO’s history and the purpose of ‘raising standards
of living.”

Specifically, it will consider the following items regarding the international trade union movement
and the cooperative movement, from the 1937 Sino-Japanese War to the Second World War. First,
how were European and American trade unions involved in the Chinese resistance to the Japanese
invasion? Second, what kind of international activity was promoted by the Young Women's Christian
Association (YWCA) in the Chinese Industrial Cooperative Movement under the Japanese invasion
of China that was accompanied by the air raid? Based on the above movements and the social
purpose of the 1941 Atlantic Charter, the provisions on “standards of living” were emphasized at the
General Assembly of the ILO and the Bretton Woods Conference in 1944. In the third section of this
paper, I will focus on our forgotten genealogy of “standards of living” in the creation of the post-war



—2— EIREBY fRamb e 25 36 7

international order and reconstruction of international organizations. Through these examinations, the
conclusion shows the relationship between the international trade union movement, the YWCA, and
the ILO during the Second World War.
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