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Society 5.0 as an Image of Society in Higher Education Policy in Japan

Kohei TAKAGI

“Society 5.0” is an image of society, in which convergence of cyber and physical spaces solves various social problems and advances

the national economy. Upon its official appearance in the 5th Science and Technology Basic Plan, Society 5.0 has been adopted to

various policy documents. Universities are expected to contribute to the realization of Society 5.0 through teaching and research. This

paper explores contexts in which Society 5.0 was formulated and the roles played by actors from the industry, the government, and the

academia. It critically analyzes current policy priorities on university's contribution to science, technology and innovation while those to

broader public goods are overlooked. The paper pays attention to characteristics of Society 5.0 as an image of society, which increasingly

appears in the MEXT policy documents as the goal of higher education in Japan.
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