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Early Childhood Education and Care for Children from Culturally Diverse Background:

History of a Leading Daycare Center Having Aimed for “Coexistence” for over Half a Century

Yuki NAGAE

This study examines the historical process of educational practices which have been working toward an inclusion for culturally

diverse children, focusing on a leading daycare center as a case study. By analyzing the archived materials describing citizen's

movements and their practices at the center, we clarified how people’s cultural backgrounds have been understood and how and

why “coexistence” of people from different ethno-cultural backgrounds have been aimed for. In the last half century, the childcare

center experienced a transition from “ethnic education” for Korean residents in Japan to “multicultural-coexistence education” for

people from diverse cultural backgrounds. The practice of “coexistence” has been sought through the constant reconsideration of

relationships between majorities and minorities. On the other hand, we could see that minorities still have been facing difficulties of

social exclusion and assimilation affected by the external social structure. This center created a dialogue method as an opportunity

for the majority to be aware of their ignorance and as a means to visualize the needs of minorities.
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