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Reggio Inspiration in South Australia

Sachiko ASAI

The purpose of this paper is to identify the characteristics of Reggio-inspired practices in South Australia. The following three points

were found. First, the local government has taken the lead in introducing the pedagogical ideas of Reggio Emilia. In 20112012, Carla

Rinaldi was invited from Reggio Emilia, Italy, to provide recommendations on early childhood education reform, and exchanges between

the two local governments have continued since then. Second, there was a shift in the discourse of early childhood education following

the introduction of the pedagogical ideas of Reggio Emilia. Whereas in the mid-2000s, when South Australia was oriented towards early

childhood reform, early childhood education was represented as an investment based on human capital theory, during the 2010s, inspired

by the Reggio approach, the concept of ‘the child as citizen” was emphasised. Third, in South Australia, the Reggio approach has been

situated in the context of an inquiry into children’s rights. That is, the ideas of Reggio Emilia, together with the UN Convention on the

Rights of the Child and the national curriculum guideline ‘Belonging, Being & Becoming: The Early Years Learning Framework for

Australia’, constitute the discourses on early childhood education that set out a concept of ‘the child as a citizen and children’s voices’.
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