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The Trajectory of the Language of Instruction Policy in Timor-Leste: A Historical Review

Rei SUDOH

This paper reviews the historical trajectory of the language of instruction policy in Timor-Leste. Since independence, Timor-Leste

has been facing language of instruction issues especially at the basic education level, not only due to its linguistic diversity but also

the dissociation of the language of instruction policy and realities of school education. By looking at how such policy in Timor-Leste

has developed since independence along with the underlying circumstances, this paper aims to provide suggestions for future policy

directions to tackle the language of instruction issues in the country.
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