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Today we gather together on the occasion of Professor Masami Nakao’s retirement from the University
of Tokyo. I wish to congratulate Professor Masami Nakao for her magnificent achievements in
scholarship, teaching, and professional leadership. It is with heartfelt gratitude that I thank her for
her many years of invaluable contributions to academia, both intellectually and institutionally, in

Japan and abroad.

She has travelled a long and extraordinary scholarly journey. She has gone far to become an
internationally acclaimed scholar in Irish Studies, serving as president of The Japan Branch of the
International Association for the Study of Irish Literatures (IASIL) and as an advisor to the editorial
board of the English Literary Society of Japan (ELSJ). Equally important has been Professor Nakao’s
path-breaking role as one of the first and still very few female professors at the University of Tokyo.
She has broken several glass ceilings in Japan. Her stellar academic leadership has been an indispensable

role model for those who come after her.

Many of her colleagues and students in the Department of Area Studies and the Department of
English Language and beyond have benefitted from her willingness to engage in scholarly and
administrative activities, crossing and transcending various borders and fostering critical thought.
With almost superhuman ability and versatility, Prof. Nakao has been dealing with numerous and
often thankless administrative tasks, research, and teaching. These were undertaken in addition to
her various roles in her family life. She has equal dexterity with her right and left hands, but that is
not the point. She achieves results that require more than two hands. She uses her invisible hands
to help others. I am one of those to whom her invisible, helping hand has frequently been extended

when such an act of generosity is desperately needed.
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This prose panegyric for Professor Nakao is small recompense for an enormous debt of gratitude
I have owed to her for the past thirty-six years (!) I first met her when I was a graduate student at
the English Department on Hongo Campus. Little did I dream at that time that I would be her
colleague and would be given so much kind guidance and help. It started with an extremely costly
phone call to the other side of the world (when I was in NZ), followed by so many instances that
enabled me to see the shape of her soul, which, though invisible and intangible, is very warm,

resilient, and wise. I am and will be truly grateful for her.

I take it that it is an immense comfort to Prof. Nakao that she will enter a much-awaited and well-
deserved new stage of life, free from administrative duties. From April, she will have plenty of
time to start what she would have wanted to do but could not have done as long as she was such a
highly-sought-after, all-round professor. Undoubtedly, her distinguished career as a scholar will
continue to flourish, and I hope that she will use her new flexibility to pursue her various interests
to the full. My modest hope is that she will remain an important contact — as someone to whom
her colleagues and students will continue to turn. I close this part with my best wishes to her for a

fulfilling, healthy and happy retirement filled with many and varied new pursuits.
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