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An Introduction to and a Review of
the Proceedings of the Israeli Cabinet Meetings
at the Time of the Establishment of
the State of Israel (6): The Debates over
the “Generals’ Revolt” and the End of
the First Truce in The Proceedings of
the Provisional Government Meetings Vols.4-5
(7 to 11 July 1948)

Mori Mariko

This paper gives an introduction to the The Proceedings of the Provisional
Government Meetings, Vols.4-5, and a review of its main contents, the Arab ques-
tion. As a follow-up to my previous papers published in this journal in January
and March 2019, this paper focuses on the four critical cabinet meetings between
7 July and 11 July 1948, during which serious debate over the “Generals’ Revolt”
and various problems accompanying the end of the First Truce took place. There
are three main arguments in this paper.

First, I argue that Galili’s clash with Ben-Gurion and his removal from the
General Staff might have been connected with his opposition to Ben-Gurion’s de-
cision to conquer Lydda and Ramle, the two strategically important towns which
the prime minister and defense minister had long considered capturing in order
to secure Jerusalem. I infer that Ben-Gurion’s absence from the cabinet meetings

just before Operation Dani began might have been due to his need to distract the
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other ministers’ attention from the plan of occupying Lydda and Ramle, which
had to be implemented secretly and speedily. Although there is no decisive proof,
Ben-Gurion’s long statement at the cabinet meeting on 11 July seemed to imply
that his absence from the preceding cabinet meetings, the removal of Galili from
the General Staff, and the occupation of Lydda and Ramle were interrelated and
that the simultaneous development of these three events was never a coinci-
dence.

Second, I argue that the Arabs’ refusal to prolong the cease-fire opened the
way for Israel to part with the UN partition resolution in November 1947 and to
escalate its military campaigns against the Arabs. At the cabinet meeting on 11
July, there was no longer any opposition from the ministers to Ben-Gurion’s state-
ment that Israel should bombard the Arab capitals. Moreover, even the moderate
Foreign Minister Shertok argued that Israel could bombard Kirkuk and Tripoli,
where Iraqi oil fields and refineries were located, and the Minister of Labour,
Bentov, agreed. The Israeli Foreign Ministry’s documents show that there were
various reasons for the Arabs’ refusal to prolong the cease-fire, such as growing
Egyptian-Transjordanian conflict, domestic factors in Egypt, and Britain’s waning
influence on the Arab countries, but whatever the reasons, the fact that the Arabs
rejected the proposal of a peace settlement enabled the Israeli leaders to argue
that Arabs were the aggressors and, therefore, should be treated as such. The
conquest of Lydda and Ramle took place when the Arabs were condemned by
the Israeli leaders as aggressors; this, at least partly, explains the unchained Is-
raeli atrocities, including not only the shooting of many non-combatant people
dead on the streets but also the deportation of tens of thousands of people from
these two towns alone.

Third, I argue that the process of establishing Israeli sovereignty is epito-
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mized in these proceedings. The cabinet ministers’ concern about infringement
of sovereignty was expressed in their debates over the demilitarization of Jerusa-
lem, Haifa, and Haifa-Jerusalem railroads. Many statements made by the Israeli
ministers, Bernadotte, and the UN people at that time strongly indicate that their
plans, concerns, and judgements regarding sovereignty were based on the prece-
dents of the interwar period specifically and of the colonial era in general. I ar-
gue, in conclusion, that political decisions in 1948 regarding sovereignty were of-
ten based on those precedents dating back to the interwar period and even to the
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, when many leaders of Israel and of

the UN at that time were born and spent their formative years.
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