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O Yunjung’s Visit to the Qing Dynasty in 1881

Lanying, Cui

O Yunjung, who visited Japan as a member of the “Shinshi Yurandan” delegation
in April 1881 to observe “new products of culture,” continued to stay in Japan after
other members returned to their home country. After that, O Yunjung traveled to
the Qing Dynasty, where he stayed for a month or so to meet with Governor
General of Zhili Li Hongzhang and some other officials from the Westernization
Movement, but the details of what he did during the stays were unclear.

Because of that, what is behind Shinshi Yurandan’s visit to Japan is reconsidered
in this paper, revealing that O Yunjung was involved in a plan to purchase a
battleship and other weapons in Japan. In addition, O Yunjung’s footsteps during
his stay in Japan have been retraced to consider the role he took. An examination
of notes detailing O Yunjung’ communications in writing with Qing Minister to
Japan He Ru-zhang and Counselor Huang Zunxian in “Danso(brushtalks),” which
is currently kept at the Academy of Korean Studies’ Jangseogak Archives, has also
shown that O Yunjung’s trip to the Qing was organized via the mediation of He Ru-
zhang. Part of thoughts of O Yunjung, who was sent to the Qing due to a
complication of plots of both Korea and the Qing, was made clear as well through
the records of writing communications with Qing officials.





