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The Hua-Yi Distinction and Li-Yue Etiquette and Music:
Civilizational Awareness and Talks and Discussions on Traditional Formal
Court Dresses in East Asia in the 18th Century

LEE HYO WON

Recent studies on “Enkoroku” (#f7#k) emphasize that cultural integration, once
formed in East Asia with China at the center, disappeared since the Qing Dynasty
was established after the end of the Ming Dynasty. However, examining Korean
delegations’ records as well as descriptions of talks and discussions on traditional
formal court dresses in Enkoroku has revealed that scholars in Korea, China and
Japan shared the practice of respecting traditional formal court dresses as a symbol
of culture in the 18th century.

Attached to Chinese standards, Japan’s Confucianists were proud of their
succeeding in preserving ancient China’s formal court dresses and systems in their
country. The Confucianists tried to, just as Korean delegations did in face of
Japanese, show off what they had when meeting with those from overseas to
reaffirm their cultural superiority through those items. While Confucianists in
Korea were interested in realizing traditional etiquette and music, Japanese
Confucianists, who did not play a central role in politics, concentrated on conserving
and researching ancient products of culture whilst deeming reproducing traditional
etiquette and music as the embodiment of culture. In this way, there was a shared
cultural awareness, which, though, emerged differently depending on the social and
historical context in each country. It can be said, based on the analysis of how other
countries’ standards were different from those of China, that Korea’s Little China
theory denied the geographical and ethnic China-centered view although Chinese
culture was still respected under it. On the other hand, Japan’s Kai awareness
deviated from Chinese culture because the military strength or unbroken line of
Japanese emperors were stressed in it in connection with discussions on Chinese
culture.

The Japanese-style Kai theory appears to go further than Korea’s Little China
policy from the viewpoint of independence and deviation from China. But, taking
into account the issue of the time of peaceful coexistence in the same cultural
sphere, Japan’s autonomy that put up its original value to deviate from the culture
zone embraced a danger of interfering with communications with others and thereby
destroying the universal principle within the cultural area.





