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Yi Hwang’s Theory of “Li-Qi Structure of the Four Beginnings and the
Seven Emotions

KAWAHARA Hideki

Yi Hwang’s theory of “Li-Qi structure of the four beginnings and the seven
emotions” is based on the framework of the semi dualistic theory of Li and Qi by
Chu Hsi, and attempts to elucidate what human good emotions (moral sentiments)
are and where they come from. It is not only one of the fundamental issues of the
doctrines of Zhu Xi, but also one of the most important theories that form the basis
of Toegye Simhak, or the philosophy of Kyong (#%). Neo-Confucian Scholars of the
Joseon dynasty also published countless research results and engaged in a great
deal of philosophical debate over “the four beginnings”, “the seven emotions”, Li,
and Q1. It is said that there were no scholars who did not consider them at the time,
regardless of whether they were in the public sector or in the private one. In view of
this historical fact, the theory must be widely regarded as the theoretical core of the
doctrines of Zhu Xi in Korea.

To summarize the formation process of Yi Hwang’s theory that “the four
beginnings” arise from Li and “the seven emotions” from Qi in terms of time, it can
be said in three phases in time order that: (1) his debate with Jeong Jiun over the
“INlustrated Survey of Heaven’s Will” (1553-1554); (2) his debate with Ki Daesung
centered on the same issue (1559-1566); and (3) the theoretical summarization
based on Cheng Fuxin’s “Diagram of Psychology Control Emotions” and “Illustrated
Survey” (1568).

The objective of this paper is to summarize the development of (1), (2), and (3)
above, and to clarify the content and significance of Yi Hwang’s theory that “the four
beginnings” arise from Li and “the seven emotions” from Qi.
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