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A Reconsideration of the Name “Bunroku Keicho no Eki”

KAWANISHI Yuya

The phrase “Bunroku Keicho no Eki” (the warfare in the Bunroku and Keicho
periods) is most common in Japanese historians’ community to refer to the series of
invasions of Korea by Toyotomi Hideyoshi in the late 16th century (hereinafter
called the “Wars”), although the event is known by many different names as well.
An earlier study insists that the previously often used phrase “Chosen Seibatsu” (the
Korea conquest) was replaced by the description “Bunroku Keicho no Eki” as a
widely accepted name out of “consideration” for the feelings of Koreans who became
Japan’s “fellow” citizens after Japanese annexation of Korea 1910. However, no
sufficient evidence has been provided to support the argument, meaning the
preceding survey should be re-examined. With that in mind, how and why the name
“Bunroku Keicho no Eki” became common in Japan’s fields of research and
education before 1945 are examined in this paper.

In Chapter 1, how the Wars are described in publications penned by personnel
connected to the Government-General of Korea is analyzed, revealing that the words
“Chosen Seibatsu” do not appear in them while such expressions as “Bunroku
Keicho no Eki” and “Jinshin Ran” (the war in the Jinshin period) are used instead.
This likely is a result of “consideration” for Koreans’ feelings.

Chapter 2 features the results of an analysis of the Wars’ descriptions in books of
researchers on the “Japanese mainland.” The findings show the name “Bunroku no
Eki” and other such phrases were adopted on the “Japanese mainland” even before
the Korean annexation. Researchers on the “Japanese mainland” likely selected the
phrase “Bunroku Keicho no Eki” and other similar names not due to their
“consideration” for Koreans but in an attempt to emphasize Hideyoshi’s ultimate
goal of dominating the Chinese continent. In the process of the names of the Wars
spreading, textbooks also played an important role, and the words “Chosen
Seibatsu” was most typical to refer to the Wars in Japanese history textbooks for
use at junior high schools. While the Wars gradually started to be called “Bunroku
Keicho no Eki” more often from the 1930s, the phrase “Chosen Seibatsu” continued
to be used until 1945.

Based on the findings above, it is concluded that the earlier study’s argument that
the name “Chosen Seibatsu” was replaced by the expression “Bunroku Keicho no
Eki” on the “Japanese mainland” at the time of the Korean annexation cannot be
supported. The phenomenon where the Wars were referred to differently from
previously out of “consideration” for Koreans’ feelings, was limited to Korea under
Japanese colonial rule.





