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riches of the Gentiles, -
Dimmock, op. cit., pp. 272-273.
Purchas, op. cit., p. 546.
the tawney Moore, blacke Negro, duskie Libyan, Ash-coloured Indian, oliue-
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Dimmock, op. cit., p. 273.
Ibid., p. 274.

Ibid., pp. 275-6.

Ibid., p. 276.

Purchas, op. cit., &,

Declaring the Ancient Religions before the Floud, the Heathnish, Jewish, and
Saracenicall in all Ages since, in those parts professed, with their seuerall
Opinions, Idols, Oracles, Temples, Priests, Fasts, Feasts, Sacrifices, and Rites
Religious:

Dimmock, op. cit., p. 275.

Ibid., pp. 275-276.

Purchas, op. cit., p. 15.

the first (and therefore best) Religion

Ibid., p. 16.
But to come to Adam, the subiect of our present discourse. His Religion before
his fall, was not to reunite him to God, from whome he had not beene separated,
but to vnite him faster, and daily to knit him neerer, in the experience of that
which Nature had ingrafted in him.

1Ibid.
------ True religion is the right way of reconciling and reuniting man to God, that
he may be saued.

Ibid., p. 11.
His first puritie in his Creation, his fall from thence by sin, his endeuour to
recouer his former innocencie by future glory, either in the by-waies of
superstition, which Nature (a blind guide) leadeth him into, through so many
false religions (1614 hit CiX Religions] ; or by the true, new and liuing way, which

God alone can set him, and doth conduct him in, is the subiect of our tedious
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likewise of diet: and yet is it naturall to be clothed, more naturall to eat, but
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Ibid., p. 15.
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immortalitie, of Mans fall and imperfection, of our soueraigne and supreame good
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Ibid., p. 217.
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1n one center, the necessitie of Religion.

Ibid., p. 26.
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Purchas, op. cit., p. 26.
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be made for another then this fraile and wretched life; that is, for the euerlasting
life with him, that is the Euerlasting. And that is the foundation of all Religion.
------ where as neither Art, nor Industrie, nor ciuill Societie hath bound men as
men together, yet the grounds of these things haue bound them as men, by the
meere bond of humane Nature, to God, in some or other Religion.
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Ibid., p. 16.
For till men did relinquere, relinquish their first innocencie, and the Author of
whom, and in whom they held it, they needed not religere, to make a second
choice, or seek reconciliation, nor thus religere, with such paines and vexation of
spirit to enquire and practise those things which might religare, binde them
surer and faster vnto God:
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A form of relativizing religions in early modern England:
Samuel Purchas’s Purchas his Pilgrimage as an example

Yuka KAWASOKO

In the first half of the seventeenth century, Anglican clergy Samuel Purchas attempted to
compose a history of religion, compiling various documents on diverse regions of the world according
to his subject, religion. This paper focuses on one of his works, Purchas his Pilgrimage (1613), and
examines what structure of that work makes us conceive that it embraces an endorsement of religious
diversity or a subtle relativization of Christianity. Pilgrimage describes that religion is natural for
human beings. Then, based on the bible, locating the original sin in history, it presents a contemporary
Calvinistic historical perspective that after the fall of man, the first and most perfect religion gradually
corrupted and diversified. The definition of religion and the view of humanity in Purchas’s writing
demonstrates a structure that arranges entire humanity after the expulsion from paradise on the
identical condition of being separated from God. Besides, it also shows that every religion, including
Christianity, is paralleled in desiring to restore the relation to God. Founded on this structure of the
argument and the attitude to religions, Pilgrimage, though Purchas might be unwilling, renders a form

of relativizing religions possible.



