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Reijutsu as "Sorcery" and Kijutsu as "Wonders" in the Late Meiji and Early
Showa Periods: Focusing on the Parallel Relationship between
Reijutsu and Kijutsu (Sorcery or Magic)

Yu ITO

Identifying whether or not Reijutsu (I 32417, the art of sorcery) is understood as a practice
of conjuring magic or better described as Kijutsu (I 7#f7 ], magic), which is in other words known as
a trick, this paper examines why the practice of Reijitsu is closely associated with the art of Kijutsu.

This paper addresses the views of the two Reijutsu practitioners, Furuya Tesseki and
Murakami Tatsugoro. While Furuya, on the one hand, considered sleight of hand as a practice of
conjuring magic, performers themselves, on the other hand, might call it a Kijutsu because it could
become trivial and useless once the trick was revealed.

However, some of his Reijutsu also included physical tricks. Furuya claimed that physical
tricks and mental ones could cause actual phenomena and that those mental ones could also go beyond
the physical ones. Therefore, he viewed such phenomena as evidence of spiritual power and a clue to
a deeper exploration of spiritual energy.

While Furuya actively used Kijutsu in this way, Murakami, in contrast, criticized Reijutsu
practitioners who play Kijutsu as pseudo-spiritualism. The difference in their attitudes toward Kijutsu
can be attributed to their views on wonders and marvels. Furuya viewed wonders positively by
associating them with technological advancement. On the contrary, Murakami viewed them negatively
by associating them with deception. Since Kijutsu offers wonders and marvels to spectators, Furuya
thought of Kijutsu as a helpful way to attract people, while Murakami avoided such an understanding,
criticizing the use of Kijutsu by Reijutsu practitioners.

In short, this paper reveals the ambivalence between Reijutsu and Kijutsu. This discussion
leads to how the field of "Jutsu" expanded after the redefinition of "religion" from the early modern

period to the modern era in Japan.



