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The Silence of Memory:
Encyclopedia of Selahattin in Orhan Pamuk’s Silent House

Ryo Mi

GOOOOOIBOOOOO &>

This paper analyses the novel Silent House (1983) by the Turkish writer Orhan Pamuk, using
Sellahattin’s Encyclopedia, a fictional book which appears in the novel. The novel consists of two
main plots, “Current Events in 1980” and “Memories of the Past Century”. Previous studies have
focused on the former plot and evaluated it as a contemporary novel which strongly reflects the
political situation in Turkey in the 1970s and 1980s. This paper article focuses on the latter plot,
which has traditionally been regarded as a supplementary element of the bildungsroman. We have
traced the four ordeals that befell Encyclopedia, and pointed out that the process of destruction of
this imaginary book most closely represents both the century-long turmoil in the history of Turkish

political and social thought, and Pamuk’s view of Modern History of Republic.
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