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Karlo Antonio Galay David:
Good evening, I am Karlo Antonio Galay David, a local historian and research-

er. [ am currently in Kidapawan City in North Cotabato, one of the southern
provinces of the Philippines. In front of me is a unique dish, which is called
Sinallag no Kulibpos; you can zoom in. This is a dish made of roasted dragon-
fly nymphs. It is a unique dish belonging to the cuisine of the indigenous Obo
Monuvu people who have called this place their home since time immemorial.
And I am currently at Kidapawan to help document this and other such dishes.
I have been a member of — a participant of project DEAI for over a year now
and it has been a pleasure to be a part of it because I get to share little unique
tidbits about my town with Prof. Waka and with my fellow participants and au-

tomatically the rest of the world.

Mae Kristine B. Cordenillo:

Maayong adlaw! Konnichiwa! Good day to everyone who is watching this
in Japan. I am honored to join you virtually in this gathering. My name is
Mae Kiristine B. Cordenillo and you can also call me Tin. I am an anthropol-
ogy researcher now based in Cagayan de Oro City. I was born and raised in
Davao City, and I am currently finishing my thesis for my master’s degree in
anthropology at the Ateneo De Davao University. Prior to the pandemic, I was

fortunate enough to visit several places in Mindanao, Philippines, for research



and volunteering. These projects enabled me to learn and experience how the
locals, especially the indigenous peoples, in these areas live. I had a glimpse

into their way of life, their triumphs, challenges, and dreams.

The stories that these people shared did not only become a part of the reports
that were submitted after each project. Their stories became a part of me, and in
a way, their dreams also became mine. I realized that we all dream of a peace-
ful Mindanao no matter the location, ethnolinguistic group, gender, age, etc. We
dream of a Mindanao that will allow us to pursue our passion and goals in life,
a Mindanao that our children and children’s children can be proud of. Although
the pandemic has limited some research activities, project DEAI, which is cul-
tivating a place together, ignited the same passion again. Meeting Prof. Waka,
Prof. Nelly, Sir Karlo, and Sir Christian inspired me to continue achieving these
cumulative dreams from the field stories. The monthly meetings established a
bond and allowed us to share our passion and the things we are working on for
the betterment of our society. We also learned a lot about Mindanao through
our book club and from the talks organized by Prof. Waka. I am deeply honored
and very grateful to be a part of this project. Thank you. Daghang salamat!

Arigatou gozaimasu!

Christian C. Pasion:

Good afternoon everyone. It is an honor to be invited as one of the presenters in
this open seminar hosted by the Humanities Center of the University of Tokyo. I
am incredibly grateful to Dr. Waka Aoyama of the Institute for Advanced Stud-
ies in Asia for the opportunity to be a part of this project. I am Christian C. Pa-
sion. I currently work as an instructor and researcher in the Economics Depart-
ment of Ateneo de Davao University, based in Davao City, Philippines. When
I was invited to be a part of this project, I was very excited and hopeful. I am
hopeful because this might be the beginning of more collaboration between the
University of Tokyo and the Ateneo de Davao University. In the last 9 months,
this project has served as a platform for sharing ideas among senior and young

scholars with different academic backgrounds about various Mindanao issues.




The numerous sessions centered on various topics have proved that our idea of
a home is the same despite our differences; that home is Mindanao. This project
has also encouraged me to venture out of my comfort zone and explore other
exciting research topics, such as urban poverty and self-rated poverty. Overall,
I can say that before this project started, my knowledge about Mindanao was
only a drop in the bucket. I learned many things about its culture, arts, histo-
ry, and psychology because of this project. My brilliant colleagues graciously
shared their personal history in ways that I could never have imagined. These
experiences made me realize that there are still many topics that need to be
explored about the region. Thank you again, Prof. Waka and the Humanities

Center of the University of Tokyo, for this precious opportunity.

Nelly Limbadan:
A pleasant day, everyone. I am Nelly Limbadan, a clinical psychologist. At

the moment, I am also the Assistant Dean of the social sciences cluster of the
School of Arts and Sciences of the Ateneo de Davao University. For this proj-
ect, I am a consultant providing the psychological perspective throughout the
entire journey of our scholars and I thank Prof. Waka Aoyama for this oppor-
tunity to be a part of this project. Now, talking about transformations of our
scholars, let us talk about Kristine first. At the start, she had questions, she was
slightly confused, “What am I doing here? What is my purpose?” But later on,
she realized that she is bringing her experience as she narrates them as these
experiences provide her experience in becoming a scholar from Mindanao in

anthropology.

And then we have Karlo; from the very beginning, I found him to be very vo-
cal, expressive, and straightforward. As a writer, he captures the voice of the
people from Mindanao, of Mindanao itself, and it is a very heartwarming that —
I am proud that someone from Mindanao is writing about Mindanao. And then
we have Christian, who is very passionate about how to educate people, how
to use education to get out from poverty and he continues to do that up to this
time. Now, what does this mean to me as a psychologist? [ am very glad that I
am a part of this project because it is one of a kind. It is not just about getting

the stories and narratives of these scholars and then turning them into some-



thing usable for everybody to refer to in the future, but this is also making sure
that in this experience, they are psychologically safe, that their thoughts, that

their narratives are respected, and I am happy to be part of this. Thank you.
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