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This paper focuses on the political thoughts and ideas of Yasaka Takagi, a pioneer in American
studies in Japan and an active member of the Institute of Pacific Relations (IPR) before World War
II. The purpose of this paper is to reconcile the seemingly different images of Takagi as an American
scholar in Japan, as a liberal intellectual who is also a member of the national elite, and his opinions
in the postwar period by demonstrating how they relate to each other. I will start with his ideas
about democracy, which had interested him throughout his life. Furthermore, I will clarify his views
on democracy by examining his perspectives on the United States, the mass individuals, and the
community. By considering American democracy, he was pursuing democracy in Japan.

Chapter 1 demonstrates that Takagi's primary focus in his American studies was democracy.
In this chapter, I analyze his views on American progressivism and the New Deal policies, and
elucidate his ideal form of democracy which emphasizes the common good of the community, in
contrast to laissez-faire individualism. However, he did not believe that such a democracy would
ever undermine individual freedom. As a voracious reader of papers about progressivism and the
New Deal policies by Beard, Lippmann, and other contemporaries, Takagi further discussed FDR's
expansion of executive power. His reflections were in response to the reformist political situation in
Japan at the time. Furthermore, he expanded on his argument about eliminating economic inequality
by prioritizing the public interest, which was the logic that positively evaluated progressivism and the
New Deal policies, and brought it into the area of international relations as well.

Chapter 2 discusses Takagi’s activities in IPR and his travels in the United States to analyze his
views on the masses, the theme that always had run through his studies of democracy. He regarded
the masses as being easily influenced by emotions and believed that they needed to be “enlightened”
by providing them with “accurate knowledge” that was especially “accurate” from the standpoint of
the Japanese government itself. Also, education was, in this regard, crucial. Education was important
in justifying Japan's political position as well as in achieving politics focusing on the public interest.
Similarly, American progressives and European social democrats advocated promoting the common
good by making people aware of their social responsibility through education to achieve political ends
that served the public interest.

Chapter 3 examines Takagi's theory of democracy and his ideas about the individual position in
democracy after Japan's defeat in the war. Compared to the prewar period, he was more inclined
towards individual personality and freedom of speech. However, his negative attitude toward
unrestricted individualism remained steadfast, and his emphasis on the public interest and community
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was consistent both in the prewar and the postwar periods. He was particularly concerned about
the possibility that democracy would polarize public opinion and give rise to radical views, citing
Tocqueville, Mill, and Lippmann. His response to these concerns remained in public spirit and
education.

Chapter 4 reviews Takagi's conception of community in the postwar period. In postwar Japan,
he believed that the ideal national community should include the emperor. As a member of the
House of Peers at the time of the enactment of the Constitution of Japan, he argued that according
to the Japanese tradition, sovereignty should reside with the community of the people, including the
emperor. In this regard, he was a monarchist and a nationalist as well as a democrat.

In short, Takagi's interest in democracy was central to his American studies. He believed
that progressivism and the New Deal policies did not undermine democracy, but rather were the
way democracy should be. Moreover, he observed that progressivism and the New Deal policies
prioritized the public interest of the community and downplayed unrestricted individualism.
According to him, emotional rhetoric could easily sway the masses. As a result, he emphasized the
importance of education, the logic that he had always espoused both before and after the war. From
these perspectives, the moment of resistance was often overlooked, and he was not far distant from
Japanese reformist politics, particularly before and during the war.
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