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(4) a. poezdka v Astraxan’

trip to Astrakhan
‘a trip to Astrakhan’ (Bailyn 2012: 36)
b. novyj ucebnik Vasil’eva po russkoj istorii v krasivoj oblozke

new textbook Vasiliev-GEN about Russian history in beautiful cover

“Vasiliev’s new textbook of Russian history with a beautiful cover’ (ibid.: 38)
c. Ivanbyl tot brat, kotoryj vsegda popadal v bedu

Ivan was that brother-NOM who always got into trouble

‘Ivan was that brother who always got into trouble’ (ibid.: 67)
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Labels Should not be Used in Japanese Sign Language
Studies

MATSUDA Shunsuke

Keywords: Japanese Sign Language, label, polysemy, pseudo problem, equivocation, verifiability
falsifiability, cognitive bias

Abstract
It is common practice in articles and study books on Japanese Sign Language to use what are known as
labels, each of which is intended to uniquely identify a word in this language. However, labels have the
following problems: (i) they may lead unwary readers to mistakenly believe that a polysemous word has a
single meaning, (ii) they may prompt researchers to raise pseudo problems in contrastive studies, (iii) there
is no consensus among researchers as to what labels are meant to represent, and (iv) they are often
inadequate to help readers reconstruct the expressions they supposedly represent. To solve these problems,
I propose (1) that forms should be represented by using photos or movies instead of labels and (2) that the

meaning of each of the forms represented in this way should be described in the text.
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