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Abstract
In this study, we used experimental phonetic methods to consider the acoustic characteristics of the eight
single vowels of the Yanbian Korean and then showed their phonetic system. As a result, it can be
confirmed that although the single vowel system of males and females are slightly different, they both form
an eight-vowel system. Next, we not only showed the single vowel system in the Yanbian Korean, but also
discussed whether or not Yanbian Korean is positioned as an absolute dialect, while comparing it with the
vowel system in the Seoul dialect and the Hamgyong dialect, which is the base dialect of the Yanbian
Korean. First, in comparison with the Seoul dialect, it was found that the positions where the vowels / 1/
and /-1-/ appear in the vowel space are reversed from each other. This is the biggest difference between the
single vowel system of the Yanbian Korean and the Seoul dialect, so that there is a high possibility that
Yanbian Korean speakers and Seoul dialect speakers will make a mistake when they recognize the
pronunciation of each other’s vowels / 1 / and /-1-/. Also, in the Yanbian Korean, the front vowels / H / and
/Al/ are distinguished clearly regardless of generation, which is in sharp contrast to the Seoul dialect.
Furthermore, in comparison with the Hamgyong dialect, the positions of the vowels/ ]/ and /--/ in the
Yanbian Korean are almost the same as those in the Hamgyong dialect, but the fusion of back vowels found
in the Hamgyong dialect was not remarkable in the Yanbian Korean. As a result, the Hamgyong dialect is

said to form a seven-vowel system, but the Yanbian Korean still retains eight vowels.
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