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Relativizing the boundary line between school and cram school:

Focusing on a teacher who teaches at both school and cram school

Shigesato SUZUKI'

'Graduate School of Education, the University of Tokyo

The current collaboration between schools and cram schools is expected to cause a “relativization” of the
public/private boundary that will bring back into question the public nature that was the basis for the existence of
school education rather than a “fluctuation” of the border between public and private. In this paper, I attempt to
relativize the boundary between school and cram school that has been formed by regarding school as “public”
and cram school as “private” by focusing on a cram teacher who teaches at both school and cram school. I
conducted a life story interview with a woman A (in her 20s at the time of the interview), who works at a cram
school and teaches at several public elementary schools in the municipality with which the school is affiliated, to
clarify her motivation for becoming a cram schoolteacher and how she views schools as a teacher who teaches
both at school and at a cram school. In this way, the reality of the relativization of the public/private boundary was

depicted.

Keywords: Cram School Teacher, Life Story, SCAT (Steps for Coding And Theorization), Transformation of

Public Education
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