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The All-Night Queue to Purchase the Complete Works of Kitaro Nishida (1947) as a Pseudo-historical Discourse: Toward a

Reexamination of the History of Culture

Kento MATSUI

This paper examines the reality of the all-night queue to purchase the first volume of the complete works of Kitaro Nishida. This queue

was a phenomenon that has been repeatedly interpreted as a "hunger for the printed word" and a "yearning for culture". However, these

interpretations do not examine the historical context. This paper considers various historical circumstances, including the publishing

situation at the end of the war. As a result of this paper, it is highly probable that the queue was composed of people who were eager to

resell the book.
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