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Teaching Music to Students with Disabilities:

A Narrative of Four Performers’ Experiences Teaching Instrumental Musical at a Special-needs School

Rie NAGASUGI

This study examined an educational collaboration between a special-needs school and a nonprofit organization aimed at teaching

students to play wind, string, and percussion instruments and analyzed narratives of the experiences of four performers who participated

in this teaching program.

It became clear that the performers valued the unique approaches and perspectives of the students with disabilities and emphasized

musical exploration of the sounds, tones, and breaths of the notes they played. The performers guided their students” musical expression

and instruction from perspectives that overlapped with their own musical experiences and perspectives.
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