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This special issue, titled “Muslims, Islam, and the Kinfolk of ‘Ali: Discourses on the
‘Family of Prophet Muhammad’ and Their Proponents,” published as volume 103 of
Toyo-Bunka (Oriental Culture), explores Muslim discourses on the special status
and role of the kinfolk of ‘Ali, who are perceived as the “Family of the Prophet
Muhammad.” Beyond elucidating the relevant discourses with an attention to com-
monalities and diversities among them, the contributions also shed light on the mi-
lieus where the discourses were generated or circulated. This special issue notably
addresses differences in the discourses between Sunnis and Twelver Shi‘is and ex-
amines not only perceptions of sayyids and sharifs but also those of the Twelver
Imams by the members of both groups.
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