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Chinese Music and the Shushuxue (#i%%):
An Analysis of Yijing-based Diagrams
in Jiang Yong (VL7k)’s Liilii Xinyi (B2 3%)
and Liilii Chanwei (= M%)

Tanaka Yuki

The shushuxue (#Mi%4%*) is a mysterious academic practice that integrates
science and divination, and Chinese music is undoubtedly one of the shushuxue.
In particular, in various music theory books, the number of which has been in-
creasing since the Ming dynasty, music is often associated with yi (%), and it is
deeply related to the calendar. Moreover, these books explain the mysterious re-
lationship between heaven and humans. However, in China, music has been treat-
ed as the study of Confucian classics (Jingxue, #%#), and music was often not
classified as part of the group of the shushuxue in traditional Chinese library cata-
logs. That is, although Chinese music contained an element of shushuxue, it was
distinguished from general shushuxue. In this paper, I consider how mysterious
numbers, as well as divination and science, were linked in the theory of musical
pitch through an analysis of diagrams related to yi in the music theory book of Ji-
ang Yong (YI.7k, 1681-1763).

In his study of temperament, Jiang Yong supports Zhu Zaiyu CR#IE)’ s 12
equal temperament and links it to the study of Hetu and Luoshu (G X#3). In
his later years, he explained Zhu Zaiyu’s theory; however, even when he support-

ed the sanfensunyifa (=43-¥8251:), which was a traditional method of calculating



musical pitch, he tried to link the theory of temperament with the study of Hetu
Luoshu. Among the various calculation methods used in the study of tempera-
ment, there are theories that are intimately linked to the number of Hetu. There
are also theories that were deeply connected to the number of Luoshu. Some of
these theories were closely related to the sanfensunyifa. However, they were only
superficially consistent with 12 equal temperament and do not relate to the es-
sential part of its scale calculation. Moreover, some of these theories were closely
related to 12 equal temperament. Nevertheless, they were only superficially con-
sistent with the sanfensunyifa and do not relate to the essential part of its scale
calculation, i.e., it was possible to reassociate the mathematics associated with
the sanfensunyifa with 12 equal temperament.

In the case of Jiang Yong, instead of observing Hetu and Luoshu and invent-
ing a new theory, he believed in the veracity of a particular theory, and Hetu and
Luoshu proved its veracity. In other words, he used Hetu and Luoshu to prove the
theory that he supported. This was different from providing scientific proof.
However, for Jiang Yong, it was an act of trying to prove the veracity of his theo-
ry.

Because music was one of the topics of the study of Confucian classics, if
one wanted to insist on the veracity of a particular temperament theory, one
needed to locate its basis in the Confucian classics. Hetu and Luoshu were not in-
cluded in the Four Books and Five Classics of Confucianism; however, there
were no scriptures of music. Therefore, it was up to each philosopher to decide
what to consider a scripture of music. For Jiang Yong, the books of shushuxue,
such as Hetu and Luoshu, were similar to scriptures of music, and therefore, they

could serve as the basis of his theory.
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