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Cao Cao’s Military Thought: With a Focus on
His Commentary on the Sunzi

WATANABE Yoshihiro

The Yinqueshan {42111 Han slips have played a decisive role in elucidating the
formation of the Sunzi $21 (Art of War), and they include what is thought to be
a regional variant text common to the Sun family and a school of disciples (“Qi
Sunzi”), consisting of the writings of Sun Wu %%, which form the core of the re-
ceived text of the 13-chapter Sunzi, together with some writings of Sun Bin 2,
such as the “Qin Pang Juan” &J#&{B, “Jian Weiwang” W T (provisional title),
“Weiwang wen” Ji& T[4, and “Chen Ji wen lei” B S 5. It was not the case that
Cao Cao created the standard text of the Sunzi by picking out from texts com-
mon to the Sun family and a school of disciples such as the “Qi Sunzi” the thir-
teen chapters considered to have originally been the work of Sun Wu. Instead he
created the standard text by collating several texts of the Sunzi that had roughly
the same number of characters as the 13-chapter received text and included a
text deriving from the Yinqueshan Han slips. When doing so, Cao Cao made the
contents of the Sunzi more abstract, deepened their implications, and altered
them so that they could be applied to different situations, and it may be supposed
that the philosophical character of the Sunzi was enhanced as a result of Cao
Cao’s editing of the text.

When writing his commentary on the Sunzi, Cao Cao added comments

based on Huang-Lao ¥ thought, which was found in the Su#zi, in order to add



depth to the characteristics of its military thought, and in his glosses he inter-
preted words and phrases in line with the text of the Sunzi. However, there are
instances in which he added comments at variance with the arguments of the
Sunzi on the basis of his own military experiences. In particular, he endeavoured
to explain his military thinking in concrete detail with regard to the two battles in
Xuzhou 5. However, this was limited to two passages, and on the whole his
comments are aligned to the Sunzi, which sets forth theories of military strategy
in abstract terms.

This was a manifestation of Cao Cao’s military thought, according to which,
as is stated in the Sunzi, individual battles are always different because of various
conditions such as the character of the region, the terrain, and the behaviour of
the other side, and no positive significance can be found in lending specificity to
comments on a book about military strategy. Whenever he was engaged in actual
warfare, Cao Cao would issue military orders, and he also gave instructions
through military orders regarding weapons and types of troops not mentioned in
the Sunzi. Furthermore, the Bingshu jieyao Se33% %, said to have been excerpt-
ed from other books on military strategy, records ideas about “military yin and
yang,” not included in the Sunzi. Even though he wrote a commentary on the
Sunzi, which had broken free from magic and understood warfare in rational
terms, Cao Cao, having experienced defeat due to happenstance in the midst of
actual fighting, felt that there were limits to the rational character of the Sunzi, in
which it is stated that before any engagement the general should determine in
the ancestral temple how many factors are in his favour. Cao Cao regarded the
Sunzi as the best treatise on military strategy and wrote his commentary in line
with its contents, but nonetheless he was well aware of its limitations. For this

reason he prepared the Bingshu jieyao, which supplemented the principles of the



Sunzi, and also provided military orders that gave instructions for specific tactics,
thereby sharing his research on the science of war with his generals and attempt-
ing to take unified military action. Herein lies the distinguishing feature of Cao

Cao’s military thought.

vi



	東洋文化研究所紀要182_3_渡邉義浩先生
	東洋文化研究所紀要182_3_渡邉義浩先生レシ゛ュメ



