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A History of Cantonese Teaching Material
in Japan

YOSHIKAWA Masayuki

Abstract: This paper examines the historical development of Cantonese language
education in Japan, through a comparison of teaching material from a synchronic
viewpoint. Much Cantonese teaching material has been published for Japanese
learners since the early 20th century. While there were two consecutive periods
of active publishing, the decades between them were a period of ebb. We investi-
gate the composition and pronunciation notation of the material published in Ja-
pan from 1938 to 2012 and Taiwan during the colonial period, especially during
the first active period. Additionally, we demonstrate how the unique Cantonese
morpheme developed to acquire fixed characters in the teaching materials. Most
of the time, many of these morphemes were written with various glyph, even

across teaching material published in 20th century Japan.
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