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New Light on the Triangular-Rimmed Mirrors Displaying Buddha
and Animals Motifs Shed by a New Example.

Kensho AMEMIY A

Triangular-Rimmed Mirrors Displaying Buddha and Animals Motifs (TRM-BA) is an important artifact not
only as a kind of Triangular-Rimmed Mirrors Displaying Divinities and Animals Motifs (TRM-DA), but also as
Chinese early Buddha. Until 2006, four types of TRM-BA had been known, however, the new example exca-
vated from Shiotakitayamahigashi tumulus in 2006 (mirror 120a) shows us unprecedented features.

One of the features is that while representation of Buddha of the mirror shows close similarity with those of
other TRM-BA, other elements are almost the same to elements of another group of TRM-DA, called “Repre-
sentation 2 (R-2)". The feature led the author to re-examine the representations of TRM-BA and R-2 and it is
revealed that mirror 119 and mirror 120, which are older types of TRM-BA, and mirror 120a were produced
by the craftsman, who manufactured mirrors of the subgroup within R-2 :“Gen group”.

Examination of the chronological order of those mirrors manufactured by the same craftsman revealed
that mirror 119 is one of the oldest TRM-DA. Furthermore, it also elucidated that the protrusion represen-
tation (Nejimonza-nyu), which is unique to TRM-DA and regarded as chronological marker of TRM-DA, first
appeared on mirror 119. They were then inherited by succeeding TRM-DA, through the mirror group of
“Representation 4 (R-4)", with other elements of Buddhist iconography.

The other feature is the designs on up and down of Buddha's hands represented in mirror 120a. Although
they have been viewed as individual patterns, I recognized them as a series of designs and interpreted them
representing that Buddha grabbing the clothes like Buddha in Gandhara, based on the analogy with early
Buddha in Sichuan of the same period. Finally, I suggested that this design, which was not represented on
mirrors of both Sichuan region (Shu) and middle-lower Yangtze River basin (Eastern Wu), could indicate that
TRM-BA were made in Wel.



