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در  تعداد مکتوبات و اصول و قواعد آماده سازي مکتوبات دیپلوماتیک جدول
 بیاض

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

شود. فقط در جایی دیده نمی و روسیه روابط ایران دربارهحاضر هیچ تفصیلی  در بیاض
و روسیه  ) ایران206(ص 1است شود که تدوین یک نامه همانند نامه براي اروساشاره می

هایی که به تازگی توسط اي از روابط را آغاز کردند. نامهمرحله تازه از دوره شاه عباس اول
ت شده اسمنتشر  اسناد روابط ایران و روسیه در دوره شاه صفی دربارهپژوهشگران روسیه 

قزوینی به موضوع روابط ایران و  2دهد.می گسترش را نشان بخشی از همین روابط روبه

                                                
ه هاي ارسالی به پادشاهاي مربوط به ثبت نامهچون ورق«فشار نیز اشاره دارد که . ادر نامه مربوط به انگلستان - 1

ا و هو با چه آرایه ه اندازهبه پادشاه انگلیس به چروسیه از میان رفته است نمی توانیم دریابیم که نامه ارسالی 
 .24بیاضی صفوي، ص  »مشخصات ظاهري بوده است.

خاندانقلی «فرستاد. به نوشته قزوینی دولت ایران این هیأت را مرخص کرد و  هیأتی به ایران پس از آن روسیه
 .559را به عنوان سفیر به همراه آنان به روسیه فرستاد. ص » سلطان

2 - Persian Diplomatic Documents of the Times of Shah Safi I. from the collection of 
the Russian state archive in St. Petersburg [In Russian: 

نامه کامل بی  
توصیف

نامه کامل با  
توصیف

فقط  
دستورالعمل و 

توصیف
جمع 

 

 9  4 5 عثمانی
 58 27 15 16 هندوستان
 136 60 41 35 ماوراءالنهر

 32 19 9 4 اروپا
 3 3   سیام
 238 109 69 60 جمع
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this topic as the form of letters titles and description about the letters 
exchanged between Sultan Akbar, the Mughal prince, with the Safavid 
kings, Shah Soleyman and Shah Soltan Hossein. 

The letters relating to the European countries and companies, are 
mostly highly valuable. The most important documents include two 
versions of the first treaty signed by Iran and England during the reign of 
Shah Abbas I. The first version is a copy of the treaty from this period, 
and the second is the cofirmed version with some differences to the first 
one prepared soon after the death of Shah Abbas, during his successor, 
Shah Safi. 

As for the kinds of letters, the Bayaz include all the documents such 
as hokm, neshan, faman, ragham, `arize, `arzedasht and mofaweze.1 The 
content of the Bayaz not only presents new information on the diplomatic 
relation of Iran during the Safavid era but also fresh data about the 
political situation in Mughal India and, more imporantly, in Central Asia 
during the 17th and the 18th centuries.

                                                           
1 - Qaem Maqami introduced all the above-mentioned documents, see Jahangir Qaem 
Maqami, Moqaddemeii bar Shenakht-e Asnad-e Tarikhi, Tehran, 1350 /1971. 
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Table of the letters with or without rules for preparation of the 

diplomatic letters in the Bayaz: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Bayaz does not cover any letters to or from Russian Tsars. Russia and 
Iran established close relations especially during the reign of Shah Abbas 
I which flourished after him.1 Most of the contents cover letters relating 
to Iran, Mughals, and  the Khanates of Central Asia. In central Asia during 
this period, there were two different political situations. The Khorezm and 
Balkh were controlled by Iran sometimes directly. Bukhara and other 
parts of the region were ruled by khans that unlike in the 16th and the early 
17th centuries, were in close relations with Safavid Iran. When it comes 
to Mughal India, the most important issue was the conflicts on Qandahar, 
a city which was under the control of Iran till the last years of Safavid rule. 
Another issue, as it can be traced from the Bayaz, was the migration of 
the son of Mughal emperor, Awrang Zeyb, who fled to Iran after his revolt 
against his father. There are valuable and unique pieces of information on 
this topic as the form of letters titles and description about the letters 

                                                           
1- Apart from existing sources, Some Russian scholars have published valuable collection of 
documents exchanged between Iran and Russia during the reign of Shah Safi (1038-1052) as: 
Persian Diplomatic Documents of the Times of Shah Safi I. From the Collection of the Russian 
State Archive in St. Petersburg [In Russian Персидские дипломатические документы 
времен шаха Сафи I. Из собрания Российского государственного архива древних актов 
Saint Petersburg: Nauka, 2021. 

 Full letter 
w

ithout rules
 

Full letter 
w

ith rules
 

O
nly the 
rules, 

description, 
and title

 

Total
 

Europe 4 9 19 32 
Ottomans 5 4  9 
Mughals 16 15 27 58 
Central Asia 35 41 60 136 
Siam(Thailand)   3 3 
Total 60 69 109 238 
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Bayaz: the contents 
 
Bayaz includes 123 folios (226 pages) of which 84 pages are blank. 
Chronologically, it covers letters dated 999-1130 /1590- 1717. But the 
main body of manuscripts covers the reign of Shah Abbas II to the last 
part of the Shah Sultan Hossein (1693-1722/1105-1135) with few 
indications to the Shah Safi period. The letters dated to the period before 
the reign of Shah Abbas were included by the Monshi al-Mamalek. 
The content can be classified as follows: 

A) Complete letters without additional descriptions. 
B) Complete letters with additional descriptions. 

In this category, the main body of the letters are written with 
descriptions about the rules for preparing the letters. 

C) Titles and descriptions without the main body. 
There are many titles and additional descriptions in this Bayaz. They just 
mention these two parts without mentioning the main body.  Since this 
Bayaz was a register of the Monshi al-Mamalek on the diplomatic letters, 
it can be categorized according to the letters’ destination which were, 
Ottomans, Mughals, Central Asian Khanates, European rulers, and 
Companies as well. There are few letter titles with descriptions without 
main body of the letters to the king of Siam/ Thailand king and authorities 
belonging to the reign of Shah Suleyman (1077-1105/ 1666-1693). 
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1077 / 1643-1666) According to the administrative sources of Safavid 
Iran, two main officials who oversaw preparing diplomatic letters were 
Majlesnevis1 and Monshi al-Mamalek.2The most famous official was Mirza 
Mohammad Taher Vahid-e Qazvini (1015-1112 / 1606-1705). He was 
appointed to this office by the E`temad al-Dowle, Khalifesoltan in 1055/ 
1645. There are some references to Majlesnevis of Majlesnevisin this Bayaz 
but his contribution to preparing this Bayaz is not clear.3 The other important 
office was the Moshi al-Mamalek which was usually held by the members 
of the famous administrative family of Nasiri during the Safavid period.4 As 
mentioned above, there are a few indications of the identity of  the author 
of this Bayaz in some parts of it. One of them is a letter belonged to Soltan 
Khorram of Mughal who sent it to the Iran king. There is an important 
indication here written by the Bayaz owner as: 

"و اصل آن را بھ شرح سر سخن مسفورکمترین غلامزادگان درگاه محمد یحیی منشیالممالک ملاحظھ 
 نمود."5

 “I, the lowest servant (gholamzadeh) of the Shah, Mohammad Yahya 
Monshi al-Mamalek, saw the original letter.” 
 

                                                           
1 - Tazkerat al-Moluk, MS. Golestan Library, N. 795, folios, 25-26; Ibid., ed.by Mohammad 
Dabirsiyaqi, with Sazeman-E edari-ye Hokumat-e Safavi ya T`aliqat-e Minorski bar Tazkerat 
al-Moluk, Tehran, 1362, pp. 15-16, 24-25. 
2 - Mirza Mohammad Raf’I Ansari, Dastur al-Moluk, ed. by Kondo, pp. 69-71. According to 
another important administrative source of this time, it becomes clear that Majlesnevis was 
responsible for preparing diplomatic letters. See, Mirza Ali Naqi Nasiri, Alghab va Mawajeb-
e Dowre-ye Salatin-e Safaviyye, ed. by Yusef Rahimlu, Mashhad, 1372, pp. 27-29. 
3 - Amongst the letters of this Bayaz, one letter is the same the one included by Vahid-e 
Qazvini in his work, Tarikh-e Jahan Ara-ye Abbasi, ed. by Sa`id Mir Mohammad Sadeq, 
Tehran, 1383. 
4 - There are clear differences in these two main Safavid administrative descriptions about 
the role of the two offices for preparing diplomatic letters. While Tazkaret al- moluk reveals 
that was amongst the duties of the Majlenevis, the Dastur al-Moluk says it was Monshi al- 
Mamalik who oversaw this duty. 
5 - Bayaz, p. 40. 

Bayaz of the Royal Chancellery of Iran during the Safavid Era /  17 



Introduction /  16 
 

 

1077 / 1643-1666) According to the administrative sources of Safavid 
Iran, two main officials who oversaw preparing diplomatic letters were 
Majlesnevis1 and Monshi al-Mamalek.2The most famous official was Mirza 
Mohammad Taher Vahid-e Qazvini (1015-1112 / 1606-1705). He was 
appointed to this office by the E`temad al-Dowle, Khalifesoltan in 1055/ 
1645. There are some references to Majlesnevis of Majlesnevisin this Bayaz 
but his contribution to preparing this Bayaz is not clear.3 The other important 
office was the Moshi al-Mamalek which was usually held by the members 
of the famous administrative family of Nasiri during the Safavid period.4 As 
mentioned above, there are a few indications of the identity of  the author 
of this Bayaz in some parts of it. One of them is a letter belonged to Soltan 
Khorram of Mughal who sent it to the Iran king. There is an important 
indication here written by the Bayaz owner as: 

"و اصل آن را بھ شرح سر سخن مسفورکمترین غلامزادگان درگاه محمد یحیی منشیالممالک ملاحظھ 
 نمود."5

 “I, the lowest servant (gholamzadeh) of the Shah, Mohammad Yahya 
Monshi al-Mamalek, saw the original letter.” 
 

                                                           
1 - Tazkerat al-Moluk, MS. Golestan Library, N. 795, folios, 25-26; Ibid., ed.by Mohammad 
Dabirsiyaqi, with Sazeman-E edari-ye Hokumat-e Safavi ya T`aliqat-e Minorski bar Tazkerat 
al-Moluk, Tehran, 1362, pp. 15-16, 24-25. 
2 - Mirza Mohammad Raf’I Ansari, Dastur al-Moluk, ed. by Kondo, pp. 69-71. According to 
another important administrative source of this time, it becomes clear that Majlesnevis was 
responsible for preparing diplomatic letters. See, Mirza Ali Naqi Nasiri, Alghab va Mawajeb-
e Dowre-ye Salatin-e Safaviyye, ed. by Yusef Rahimlu, Mashhad, 1372, pp. 27-29. 
3 - Amongst the letters of this Bayaz, one letter is the same the one included by Vahid-e 
Qazvini in his work, Tarikh-e Jahan Ara-ye Abbasi, ed. by Sa`id Mir Mohammad Sadeq, 
Tehran, 1383. 
4 - There are clear differences in these two main Safavid administrative descriptions about 
the role of the two offices for preparing diplomatic letters. While Tazkaret al- moluk reveals 
that was amongst the duties of the Majlenevis, the Dastur al-Moluk says it was Monshi al- 
Mamalik who oversaw this duty. 
5 - Bayaz, p. 40. 

16  / Introduction



15 / Bayaz of the Royal Chancellery of Iran during the Safavid Era 
 

 

 ] جواب نامھ سلطان معظم ابن سلطان اورنگ زیب[
 ھو

ابن سلطان اورنگ اودئیل. جواب نامھ سلطان معظم  ١٠٩٧بھ تاریخ اوایل شھر صفر ختم بالخیر و الظفر سنھ 
کھ افشان متن زیاده بر افشان حاشیھ بود و بر انتھای  لیفی مجدول متن و حاشیھ افشان ختایی . بر کاغذزیب

رده ضخیم افشان نک کاغذ خطی بھ طلا کشیده تحریر نموده بودند و بعد از خط مزبور بھ قدر یک پشت کارد
و نیم و عرض دو شبر و عرض یک اصبع ابھام و متن کھ نوشتھ شد طول  و یک اصبع بودند و طول پنج شبر

کمتر و عرض یک شبر و دو اصبع منضم وحاشیھ جانب راست بعد از وضع  از سھ شبر سھ اصبع منضم
و عنوان دو شبر و یک اصبع و نیم و «و چپ بعد از وضع ایضاً دو اصبع منضم  چھار اصبع منفرج جدول

 یک اصبع و نیم قرار داده مھر بود چھارده سطر نوشتھ شد و تجاوز اسم» حاشیة انتھای نامھ سھ اصبع منضم
تذھیب و زینت شده بود در میان نامھ محاذی ابتداء القاب گذاشتھ شد. و نواب کامیاب  کاغذ علیحدهمبارک کھ بر 

غیره  و فرستاده بودند کھ کاغذ خانبالغی اشرف بھ نفس نفیس اندازه ھای مختلف درست فرموده بھ کتابخانھ
ھای مزبور قطع و حاشیھ آن را بھ اقسام حل کاری و افشان نموده متن آن را افشان کنند و [بر] هموافق انداز

یکی از آن جملھ کھ حاشیھ و متن ھر دو را افشان نموده بودند نامھ مزبور نوشتھ شد و بعد از اتمام، کاغذھای 
محترم نزد نواب صاحبی فرستاده بودند کھ انتخاب نمایند و  ریش سفید حرم مذکور را مصحوب آقا ناصح

نواب صاحبی انتخاب نموده، بعد از آن کھ نامھ نوشتھ شد بھ خدمت اشرف فرستاده شده بود بھ لفظ درر بار بھ 
نواب صاحبی فرموده بودند کھ نامھ مذکور بسیار نفیس نوشتھ شده و خوب تمام شده اگر نھ چنین بود می 

گفتی بر کاغذی کھ متن بھ تنھایی افشان باشد نوشتھ شود و مکتوب مزبور در میان رمودیم کھ چنانچھ تو میف
 حاشیھ نقره بسیار نفیس کھ نواب کامیاب ھمایون خود از قیچاچی خانھ عمل کارخانھ زربفت طلاباف کیسھ

 طلب و انتخاب نموده بودند گذاشتھ شد و طول آن سھ شبر و سھ اصبع منضم و عرض ھفت اصبع منضم بود.
 

These passages make it clear that the draft of some letters was prepared 
in the presence of the king of Iran. 

درست شد. و بنابر وقوع قضیھ ھائلھ نوشتھ نشد کھ جواب رقعھ پادشاه مذکور کھ مسوّده در خدمت اشرف "
 ١".فرستاده شود

In addition, in a significant number of cases, only the titles of letters and 
the rules for their preparation are included in this Bayaz. Such cases with 
no record of the letters' texts indicate that the Bayaz was an official Daftar 
for registering arrived and sent letters of the Royal Chancellery of Iran. 
The registry information of the letters is valuable, because it shows show 
the process of preparing the text and the dates of writing and sending the 
letter as found in this sample: 

ایت ییل رقعھ دیگر در جواب رقعھ پادشاه مشارالیھ  ١٠٩٣بھ تاریخ سھ شنبھ ھجدھم شھر جمادی الثانی سنھ "
 ٢"د.مذکور قلمی شد، نوشتھ فرستاده ش بھ دستوری کھ بھ تاریخ سھ شنبھ دھم شھر

It is clear from some sections of the letters of Bayaz that it belonged to 
the Monshi al-Mamalek of Iran during the Shah Abbas II’s reign (1052-
                                                           
1 - This refers to the death of the Safavid Shah which shows that preparation of this Bayaz 
started from the Shah Safi period or at least in the last years of his reign.  
2  - Bayaz, p. 151. 
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In many of the existing letters of the Bayaz, phrases and words are 
written in the margin of the draft to be included in the main text in the 
same order. The usual practice of inserting the king’s name and title 
outside the line is followed. Therefore, the current Bayaz is an official 
draft of the diplomatic letters prepared by the Monshi al-Mamalek and the 
writers under his supervision.  

The texts of letters inserted in this Bayaz show it as an official Daftar 
of the Monshi al-Mamalek. The texts of the letters are complete and 
includes all the details related to each letter to clarify the steps of 
preparing the final texts. Therefore, all the details related to writing the 
final text, including the calligraphy, seal, decorations, ink, colors, gilding, 
the place of the names of the rulers, khans, the names of Allah (Asma 
Allah) and of the Imams, premium writing, the size and kinds of the paper, 
the envelope, and its material, strap, figures and tables, margins of the 
letter, the way of folding the paper, how to close the top of the letters bag, 
varnish and seal it and other things are carefully mentioned in the letter 
head, its margin, in the text and between the lines. The terms used for the 
size of paper are Shabr, ̀ asba`, and the distance between ̀ asba` or fingers 
is monfarej (opened) and monzam (closed). These are the same as what 
sources like Dastur al-Moluk and Tazkerat al-Moluk described as the 
duties of Monshi al-Mamalek and Majlesnevis. Here is a sample of the 
manuscript’s folios: 
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Bayaz: A Mosawwade (Draft and Register) of the Royal Chancellery 
 
There are several kinds of manuscripts consisting of the epistles and 
diplomatic correspondences with the title of Jung, Majmo`eh and, 
Monshe`at.1 In this group of manuscripts, various letters were usually 
included according to a specific pattern. Sometimes these collections 
belonged to a famous secretary2 and sometimes they were provided by 
secretaries and other interested learned people, which could be a 
combination of drafts of letters written by the same secretary and copies 
of letters from other secretaries and famous writers.3 If these collections 
were provided for the training of beginners and those who were interested 
in entering the administrative service, their pattern was usually to insert 
the text of the letters with changes such as deleting the names of the 
persons and the date of writing.4 

In this kind of collection in most cases, the place of names is white 
and sometimes they are mentioned with the expression so-and-so (folan). 
And no corrections are made in these letters. In the present Bayaz, 
however, because it is an original and unique draft and register of the 
diplomatic letters of Royal Chancellery of Safavid Iran, and not 
educational the necessary details for providing final letters are presented.  
In several letters, the text was corrected by Monshi al-Mamalek and words 
are crossed out and phrases or words have been added.5 
                                                           
1 - Mansur Sefatgol, “Majmo`eha: An Important and Unknown Sources of Historiography of 
Iran during the Last Safavid: The Case of Majmo`e-ye Mirza Mo`ina. Proceeding of the 
International Workshop on Persian Archival Sources Conference. University of Tokyo. Japan. 
1999. (Published by Curzon. 2003). 
2 - Such as the Monshe`at of Abdollah Morwarid Kermani, Mohammad Tahir Vahid Qazvini 
and Mirza Mahdi Khan Estrabadi. 
3 - Like the collection of letters provided by Mohammad Saleh, the nephew of Iskandar Bey 
Monshi, MS. 12091 of the Islamic Council Library. 
4 - Mansur Sefatgol with the collaboration with Kondo Nobuaki, Persian Historical Epistles 
from Iran and Mawara an-nahr, The Safavids, Uzbeks and the Mangits, with an Edition of 
Selected Epistles, Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa, Tokyo 
University of Foreign Studies, Tokyo, 2006. 
5 - In the letter related to Tarbiat Khan, the Ambassador of Aurangzeb: "His horses are 
according to Togra Tumar Alihda...". In this line, the phrase "Toghra Tumar" is underlined 
and "Tawamir" is written on it. 

Bayaz of the Royal Chancellery of Iran during the Safavid Era /  13



Introduction /  12 
 

 

Bayaz: A Mosawwade (Draft and Register) of the Royal Chancellery 
 
There are several kinds of manuscripts consisting of the epistles and 
diplomatic correspondences with the title of Jung, Majmo`eh and, 
Monshe`at.1 In this group of manuscripts, various letters were usually 
included according to a specific pattern. Sometimes these collections 
belonged to a famous secretary2 and sometimes they were provided by 
secretaries and other interested learned people, which could be a 
combination of drafts of letters written by the same secretary and copies 
of letters from other secretaries and famous writers.3 If these collections 
were provided for the training of beginners and those who were interested 
in entering the administrative service, their pattern was usually to insert 
the text of the letters with changes such as deleting the names of the 
persons and the date of writing.4 

In this kind of collection in most cases, the place of names is white 
and sometimes they are mentioned with the expression so-and-so (folan). 
And no corrections are made in these letters. In the present Bayaz, 
however, because it is an original and unique draft and register of the 
diplomatic letters of Royal Chancellery of Safavid Iran, and not 
educational the necessary details for providing final letters are presented.  
In several letters, the text was corrected by Monshi al-Mamalek and words 
are crossed out and phrases or words have been added.5 
                                                           
1 - Mansur Sefatgol, “Majmo`eha: An Important and Unknown Sources of Historiography of 
Iran during the Last Safavid: The Case of Majmo`e-ye Mirza Mo`ina. Proceeding of the 
International Workshop on Persian Archival Sources Conference. University of Tokyo. Japan. 
1999. (Published by Curzon. 2003). 
2 - Such as the Monshe`at of Abdollah Morwarid Kermani, Mohammad Tahir Vahid Qazvini 
and Mirza Mahdi Khan Estrabadi. 
3 - Like the collection of letters provided by Mohammad Saleh, the nephew of Iskandar Bey 
Monshi, MS. 12091 of the Islamic Council Library. 
4 - Mansur Sefatgol with the collaboration with Kondo Nobuaki, Persian Historical Epistles 
from Iran and Mawara an-nahr, The Safavids, Uzbeks and the Mangits, with an Edition of 
Selected Epistles, Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa, Tokyo 
University of Foreign Studies, Tokyo, 2006. 
5 - In the letter related to Tarbiat Khan, the Ambassador of Aurangzeb: "His horses are 
according to Togra Tumar Alihda...". In this line, the phrase "Toghra Tumar" is underlined 
and "Tawamir" is written on it. 

12  / Introduction



11 / Bayaz of the Royal Chancellery of Iran during the Safavid Era 
 

 

Ending 
ال ایشان فرموده ای از مراحم بی پایان شاھانھ شامل حال و کافل امانی و آمشاھانھ شرذمھ…" 

رعیتی و محصولات سرکار خاصھ یل مالوجھات و وجوھات اربابی و ئدر معاملھ تنگوز
 الف] ١" [برگ …بھ امر شعر بافی قیام نماید تا سھ سال مالوجھات شریفھ...
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Bayaz: Manuscript 
 
The diplomatic Bayaz manuscript has a story worth reading. This 
manuscript belonged to the private library of the famous Iranian 
bibliographer and codecologist, Seyyed Mohammad Ali Rouwzati in 
Isfahan.1 Later, it was transferred to the library of the National Assembly 
(Ketabkhane-ye Majles-e Shora-ye Melli(Islami). Maybe this library 
bought it.2 And in the following years, he donated his copy to the Central 
Library and Documentation Center of University of Tehran.3 After that, 
for many years, this version and its photo print remained without any new 
research. Of course, the researchers used the same photo text for their 
research. Then, the late Iraj Afshar published an article, which contained 
details of the correspondences writing.4 

It seems that the folios of Bayaz’s manuscript have been displaced 
during its restoration and binding.5  The beginning and the ending of the 
Bayaz read thus: 
                                                           
1 - Rowzati  inscribued a note at the beginning that reads: This Bayaz currently consists of 
123 pages. Seyyed Mohammad Ali Rouzati's personal library. Isfahan-Chaharso. Below this 
note, the number 4216 is written in Latin, which is not clear whether it is related to the 
numbering of the Rowzati library or written by another owner. The phrase currently is 
important in this note because, there are difficulties with folios numbering. 
2 - Iraj Afshar, “ Bayaz-e Makatib-e Asr-e Safavi” Farhang-e Iranzamin. vol. 23, pp179-
336. 
3 - Photocopy of University of Tehran Central Library and Documentation Center. No. 7127. 
Based on the donation note, which Afshar wrote on the opening page, he presented it on 
Bahman 23, 1356 AHS (February 12, 1978). He wrote: "I donated this photo of the National 
Assembly, which I had prepared a few years ago, because I published it in Farhang Iran 
Zamin, Volume 23, to the Central Library and Documentation Center, University of Tehran. 
Iraj Afshar Bahman 23, 2536". A title is written below this note in a different script, which 
introduces it as Makatib va Monshe`at. 
4 - Iraj Afshar "Biyazi Safavi, Adaabe nameh negariye padeshahane Safavi be sarane 
sarzaminhaye digar", Namehye Baharestan, n.13,14, pp. 27-74. 
5 - In the current edition, the arrangement of the folios is the same as the used by Professor 
Iraj Afshar in the publication of the images. In this published image, some folios of the 
original version are not included. Also, due to the special situation of the manuscript, a new 
numbering has been done based on the page count. All references in the present edition are to 
this new numbering. 
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royal archive, which occurred during the fall of Isfahan and after that. 
During the Safavid era, Iran had a very extensive, complex, orderly and 
precise court organization. All the administrative correspondences of this 
era were written, decorated, registered, and sent in different ways and 
according to specific instructions. 

The incoming letters were also arranged like this. The significant 
number of letters that are included in the collections of this period is a clear 
testimony to such a process in which they are explained by the 
administrative sources.1 But, despite scattered research, no comprehensive 
study has been done yet on this important issue, and although efforts have 
been made in this field in recent years, it seems that there is still a serious 
lack. 

In addition, the mechanism of the organization and structure that 
regulat Iran’s foreign relations, such as the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, is 
another serious issue. Perhaps one of the most important factors of this 
lack is the anonymity and unavailability of Iranian research sources for 
the history of Iran’s foreign relations. 
 

                                                           
1 - Among these are Dastur al-Muluk, Tazkirat al-Muluk and a book published under the title 
of Alqab va Mawajib-e Dowre-ye Salatin-e Safaviiye. More attention has been paid to Dastur 
al-Muluk.   For the first time, it was published in two parts: Dasturul Moluk Mirza Rafi’a, 
edited by Mohammad Taghi Daneshpezhuh,in the journal of the Faculty of Literature and 
Human Sciences, University of Tehran, year 16, numbers 1 and 2, pp. 62-93. And year15, 
number 3, pp. 298-322. After that, Iraj Afshar first identified and published its missing folios 
in the Vaziri Library of Yazd. Then he published the full text. Also see, M.I. 
Marchinkovsky(ed), Mirza Rafi’a’s Dastur al-Muluk: A Manual of Later Safavid 
Administration. Annotated English Translation, Comments on the Offices and Services, and 
Facsimile of the Unique Persian Manuscript (Kuala Lumpur: ISTAC, 2002) (The Persian 
translation as Dastor al-Muluk-e Mirza Rafia, (ed. by), Mohammad Ismail Marchinkovsky, 
with an introduction by Mansur Sefatgol, translated by Ali Kerdabadi, Tehran, 2015. See also, 
Mirza Rafi’a Jaberi Ansari, Dastur al-Muluk, A Safavid State Manual, (ed) Mohammad H. 
Faghfory and Willem Floor, Mazda publishers, 2007. And, Mirza Muhammad Rafi Ansari, 
Dastur al-Muluk, ed. by Nobuaki Kendo, Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of 
Asia and Africa, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, Tokyo 2018. 
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Introduction 
 

My first familiarity with the present Bayaz has a background. I saw its 
image for the first time in the Farhang-e Iran Zamin Journal (Volume 
23). A few years later, the late Professor Iraj Afshar and Professor Ehsan 
Eshraghi of the Department of History, University of Tehran, provided a 
chance to me for the research on this manuscript. In October 1994, Tehran 
University re-opened the Doctoral courses in history after the Iranian 
Cultural Revolution. I was one of the accepted students on these courses. 
At this stage, we had a seminar on the examination of historical 
documents and inscriptions, and Professor Eshraghi invited Professor Iraj 
Afshar to teach this course. 

Professor Afshar suggested the present Bayaz text for research and 
this provided me with a chance to start my research on this Bayaz. Since 
those years, I have always been dealing with this and doing investigations 
into its contents. But the priority to identify, introduce and publish its 
image in above mentioned journal and then publish a detailed descriptive 
article about it, goes back to Professor Iraj Afshar. The present research 
should be considered as a continuation of those studies. 

Not enough research has been done on Iran's foreign relations, 
especially on the structure of organizations related to Iran’s foreign affairs 
during the Safavid period (1501-1736). Although several diplomatic 
documents and the original correspondences of this period have already 
been published, identified, introduced, and catalogued, there is still not 
much information about the diplomatic documents of this era. Perhaps an 
important factor was the destruction and dispersion of the Safavid Iran’s 
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Most importantly, this research would not have been possible without 
the support, expertise, and knowledge of my wife, Dr. Susan Asili. I am very 
grateful to her and my son, Sepehr, for all their help. 

I hope that the publication of this text will add to the richness of 
Iranian studies in general and Safavid studies, and lead to more scientific 
cooperation between the University of Tokyo with University of Tehran. 

 
Mansur Sefatgol 

Tokyo/Kashiwa, Japan 
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