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What Is the “F_[=” in Oracle Bone Manuscripts?

Katsuma TAMIYA

This paper aims to uncover what the word “ T _I (upper-and-lower)” in oracle bone
manuscripts stands for. It is clear that although this is a collective name of spirits, the names of
individual spirits included in “"F_1” are unclear. Some scholars argue that “_E” is 77, the supreme
deity of ancient China, whereas “ T refers to the spirits of ancestors, nature, and others. Others also
speculate that while “F_I-” means only the spirits of ancestors, “_I=” is understood as the earlier
ancestors, and “ 1 is later. Moreover, more questions should be asked about why a collective name
for the spirits was used or what role or effect the collective name had. In this article, I investigated the
oracle bone texts, which include the word “ F_E” and how they relate. Through this inquiry, I came
to show that “T =" means the spirits of ancestors and that using a collective name had an effect that
renders such ancestors equivalent to # while allowing people to be near them through sacrifice and
ritual.



