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This article is a preliminary attempt to write a global intellectual history focused on Colonial Policy
Studies (Shokumin Seisaku Gaku, CPS) in modern Japan. It has two main purposes. First, it aims
to situate CPS as a constituent element of late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century global
international thought based on empire, arguing that CPS was a distinctive part of this intellectual
entirety. Second, in pursuit of this aim, it seeks to propose an ‘inter-imperial ideological circulation’
approach. The article begins by articulating this approach.

The method of inter-imperial ideological circulation is based on two analytical models. One is
the circulation of ideas model that has been developed in recent work on global intellectual history.
The other is inter-imperial history, which has emerged in the field of imperial history studies to
analyse the interaction between empires (rather than intra-imperial relations). Integrating the two,
the inter-imperial ideological circulation defines the globalness of late nineteenth- and early twentieth-
century international thought in two ways. This body of thought was global because of the dynamic
coalescence and unity among proposals for empire, encapsulated in the terms of ‘hybridization’
and ‘co-production’. It was also global on account of transborderly-shared agendas and intellectual
framework for colonial governance, promoted by the ‘politics of comparison’ as well as the unity of
imperial proposals.

The article, then, applies this method to situate CPS within contemporary global international
thought. In so doing, it focuses on the issue of race and racism. It shows that CPS was a distinctive
part of the global international thought because it postulated racial hierarchies for the imperial
order as a linked analogy to the white-centric global racial pyramid embodied in early Western
International Relations. CPS, in other words, was one of the constituent rings of contemporary racist
international thought united by a shared intellectual framework for the rule of ‘inferior races’.
Meanwhile, the article argues, CPS was distinctive in that it sought to construct racial hierarchies
within the non-whites, locating the Japanese at the top. By elaborating a copy of racial originality, it
thus occupied a unique position in the body of international thought, distinct from early Western IR.
Finally, the article illuminates specific dimensions of this distinctiveness by examining the work of
key CPS proponents in relation to the space of Nan'yo.
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