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Abstract

After confirming the high role that career guidance plays in providing educational opportunities for students in high schools
in rural areas, this paper has identified the actual state of high school career guidance in rural areas. This paper reveals two
main findings.

First, X High School, the case study school, is one of the few high schools in the area that meet the needs of various career
paths, from difficult-to-enter universities to employment. Therefore, there is no policy that necessarily favores college
admission, and there is a possibility that students are not being guided to pursue as high a career path as possible. Second,
the diversity of the student body at X High School makes it difficult to set a single vector of guidance, and we find that it
is difficult to move in the direction of higher career paths. Based on the first and second points above, it is found that career
guidance is left to the initiative of the students.

Urban areas have many high schools, and it is a Japanese characteristic that each high school is ranked in a hierarchical
manner according to academic ability. In such a context, unlike in non-urban areas, it is possible to provide efficient
instruction tailored to each high school's academic ability band. Thus, more analysis focusing on the regional context of

tracking is needed in the future.

Keywords : tracking in rural areas, career guidance, diversity in a high school
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