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An Interview to Professor Lee Ki-Moon

FUKUI Rei and NAM Yunjin

This paper presents the transcription of an interview to professor Lee Ki-Moon
(1930-2020) with a Japanese translation and a few notes. The interview was
arranged and recorded by one of the authors, Fukui Rei, in August, 2000. Professor
Lee Ki-Moon is famous for his studies in historical linguistics of the Korean
language. He also served as a visiting professor at the University of Tokyo in 1993-
1994. His narrative consists of a wide range of topics including the background of
his family, life under the Japanese occupation and Korean war, life of his father,
and his plans for future studies. One of the most interesting stories in this narrative
1s the life of his father, who always emphasized the importance of history and
language in order for the Korean people to survive under the Japanese occupation.



