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Characteristics of Tibetic Loanwords in the Songlin Language
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Abstract
The Songlin language, spoken in rDzayul County of Tibet Autonomous Region, is one of the Tibeto-
Burman languages identified as a non-Tibetic language in a recent study. Based on the material provided
by the previous study, this article discusses the lexical forms and phonological correspondences of Tibetic
loanwords. It first identifies sound correspondences between Tibetic loanwords in Songlin and Literary
Tibetan, then demonstrates which Tibetic language(s) have proven sound correspondences, and finally
examines the possibility of classifying the origins and strata of loans. The article concludes that the Tibetic
loans were borrowed from several varieties of Khams Tibetan, based on the similarity of phonological and

morphological features, although it was impossible to identify a single variety as the source of the loans.

(TF& - 0B R

edl



