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Abe Kobo’s Experience of Eastern Europe
- A Writer’'s Growth Through Travel

Nina HABJAN VILLARREAL

This paper sets out to analyze Abe Kobd’s travelogue 766 o yuku — Hangaria mondai no
haikei, which focuses on his travel to Czechoslovakia and Romania in 1956, and his attendance at
the II. Congress of the Czechoslovak Writers' Union as an official representative of the Japanese
association Shin Nihon bungakukai. His travelogue, published in 1957, describes Abe's unique
experience of the art, society, and social order of these socialist countries and offers a unique
look into his creative interests and the way his experience of theater, literature, and animated
motion pictures of the region had inspired him as an artist. A combined analysis of both his non-
fictional travelogue as well as his fictional work could potentially shed light on the influences this
unique experience in Eastern Europe had on his literary production in the following years and
more importantly, on the course of Japanese literature in the 20t century in general, however,
this article focuses on how his preconceptions and prejudice against travel, and the experience
of travel itself shaped his understanding and lead his creativity in a new direction. As Abe’s visit
to Czechoslovakia and Romania happened in the first decade of his career, a connection can be
established between the theater production he experienced in Prague and his latest endeavors as a
dramatist. Moreover, a significant result of his visit is Abe’s writing of the novel Kagami to yobiko,
the importance of writing, which he only realized once leaving his home country and creating
a distance between him and Japan. His visit to Eastern Europe can thus be understood as the
beginning of his dialogue with Japan, which creatively inspired him, gave him additional courage,
and lead him in a new direction within the many different literary movements in which he was an

active participant at the time.
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