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Abstract
This paper analyzes Higa Shuncho, Shimota Seiji, and Shinzato Keiji's Okinawa
(Iwanami Shinsho, 1963) as a concrete example to examine how the discourse
of “Nichiryii Doso Ron (Theory on Japanese-Ryukyuan Common Ancestry) " was
generated and represented as an ideology in support of the "Sokoku Fukki Undo
(Homeland Reversion Movement)," a mass movement that developed in postw
ar Okinawa demanding the return of administrative authority over Okinawa from
the US to Japan.

The leftists, represented by the Japanese Communist Party, argued from the
standpoint of nationalism that Okinawa should be liberated from the domination
of different racial groups by the U.S,, referring to the “Nichirytd Doso Ron” as th
eir theoretical basis. This theory, which asserts that “Japan” and “Ryukyu/OKkina
wa” share the same ancestry, has been used as a governing theory to justify the
annexation of Ryukyu in 1879. On the other hand, Okinawan intellectuals also sup
ported this discourse to assert the equality of “Japan” and “Ryukyu/OKkinawa.” In
the same way, Okinawa also asserted the “Nichirya Doso Ron” for the purpose of
resisting discrimination.

However, the authors of "Okinawa" were not just blind believers in “Nichirya
Daso Ron,” but asserted it in a performative manner. According to Slavoj Zizek, an
ideology is not driven by the belief that it is true, but rather functions most power
fully when it is carried out with a performative attitude, regardless of whether the

discourse is true. Based on Zizek's definition, this paper will position “Nichiryd
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Doso Ron” as an ideology and analyze how it is represented in Okinawa.
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