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The Development of “Kanjo-Ressekt” in the Aomori Region during the
First Half of the Late Jomon Period

Kouhei TAKAYA

While recent research on the Jomon stone circles (Kanjo-Resseki, in Japanese) has focused on examples in
the North Kanto and the Chuo-Kochi, there has been little discussion on the process of their establishment in
Aomori Region (Aomori Prefecture and surrounding areas, i.g., north of 40 degrees north latitude in Honshu
Island). In addition, with the diversification of issues since the 1990s, the definition of Kanjo-Ressek: has been
varied between several researchers. In this paper, in order to clarify the formation process and character-
istics of those archeological features in Aomori Region, the term “Kanjo-Resseki” is re-defined to be more
suitable for organizing the current discussions. Then, archeological examples from Tsugaru, Yoneshiro River
basin, Nanbu, and Kamikita-Shimokita areas of the first half of the Late Jomon Period are classified based on
their forms. The result here suggests that the establishment of “Kanjo-Ressek:” in Aomori Region was to the
consequence of a combination of factors: the influence of “Kanjo-Ressek:” from the south, local elements. Local
elements indicate “Late Jomon Stone coffin burials (Sekkanbo, in Japanese)” and various settlement structures
like “linear settlements” and “circular settlements”. It is also indicated that most “Kanjo-Ressek:” in Aomori
Region comprised by linear stone alignments, rather than a circular one, to construct a public space. That
space appear to be different from a central square of circular settlement sinse they were constructed in a
region-specific manner. In addition, linear stone alignments found at the Shimomura B and Tateishino I sites
likely played the same role as “Kanjo-Ressek:”. Finally, the author proposes that “Kanjo-Ressek:” and those
linear stone alignments should be discussed together as a feature which constructed plaza-like space, regard-
less of whether they comprise a circular structure or not.





