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A study of the origins of accreditation in the United States

-Focusing on debates within the Association of American Universities during the 1900s

Shotaro YOSHIDA

This study reveals the details of the debate on accreditation in the American Association of Universities (AAU) in the 1900s. The

AAU was founded by some research universities at the end of the 19th century in response to discussions on the unification of standards

pertaining to postgraduate studies. The expansion of membership took place shortly after the association was founded, but was initially

concluded conservatively. In the mid-1900s, there was preferential treatment of AAU member universities by other countries and the

creation of a retirement pension scheme by a certain foundation. These led to renewed discussions in the late 1900s on membership

expansion and college standards. These developments of the debate in the AAU may have provided the basis for the nationwide

discussion of the accreditation from the 1910s onwards.
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