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A Review of Sociological Research on Occupational Aspirations

Tetsuji YAMAGUCHI

The purpose of this paper is to review the previous studies of occupational aspirations. In this paper, we review the previous studies on

occupational aspirations in Japan, dividing them into two categories: those in the field of social stratification theory, and those in the field

of sociology of education. We also review foreign studies in this field.

Based on the above, this paper notes the three issues for further research. Firstly, we should clarify how occupational aspirations affect

students’ career choices. Secondly, it is important to study the relationship between occupational aspirations and status attainments from

a different perspective than the socioeconomic status of the occupation. Thirdly, we should clarify the characteristics of occupational

aspirations in Japan from an international perspective.
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