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Implications for education of the reception of Henri Wallon in Merleau-Ponty
Nobuko NARITA

Merleau-Ponty lectured on child psychology and pedagogy at the Sorbonne University during the three years 1949-1952. This paper
focuses on the first part of the ‘Interpersonal Relations of Young Children’, which took place in the 1950-1951 academic year.It examines
how Merleau-Ponty accepted Henri Wallon's ideas on child development and considers their implications for education. Merleau-Ponty
asked whether there is a means of linking the <other’s body> as it appears in visual perception with the <my body> as I perceive it
myself, and put forward the idea of the concept of ‘action’, the <body diagram> that produces ‘action” and the ‘one system’ in which it
works, which is connected to Wallon's “gestures’. As for Wallon's understanding of the mirror image, as has already been pointed out in
previous studies, he rejects the idea of Wallon as an ‘intellectual synthesis” and refers to it as a ‘synthesis about coexistence with others’.
On this paper However, Merleau-Ponty linked the two ideas, pointing out that he was advocating a new intellect supported by ‘living
relations with others’. In Wallon's cohesive sociality, he addresses feelings of jealousy and cruelty as ‘confusion between self and others’,
and sees feelings of empathy as one manifestation of the ‘system of self and others’. As to whether cohesive sociality remains in adult
life, he takes the position that it also remains in everyday life, whereas Wallon gave it as a special case.

The two implications for education in this paper are that children learn from contact with the “actions’ and ‘gestures” of others in the

classroom, and that learning in the classroom is seen as a ‘single system’.
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