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Investigating the Barriers to Formative Assessment by Summative Assessment and the Case for its Resolution: Using Harlen's

Discussion of Tensions and Synergies of Assessment Functions

Shota IWAHORI

This study examined teachers’ narratives to identify the barriers to formative assessment by summative assessment and explore the

case for its resolution. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews with 11 public middle school teachers and analyzed

using a modified grounded theory approach (M-GTA). The results of the analysis were summarized into 20 concepts and 6 categories,

and the relationship between the 20 concepts and 6 categories was shown in the resultant diagram. In addition, the ways of resolving

the obstacles to formative assessment through summative assessment extracted from the teachers’ narratives were organized in the

framework of 3 approaches categorized from previous studies, and how each case corresponds to the 20 concepts generated by M-GTA

was interpretatively examined to explore the possibility of overcoming the obstacles.
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