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Becoming or being information literate
person is not a matter of following a
standard or to be evaluated by one but
to be able to discursively act upon a
society configured and mediated by dis-

courses>4.
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This foundation [complex interaction
with communication, social constructs
and technology] supports the informa-
tion literacy of understanding, evaluat-
ing, using and engaging with written
text as defined by OECD. These four
processes are not necessarily linear in
their relationship but required continu-
ously for fully literate participation in
the modern world. Recorded informa-
tion is central, which we define more
broadly than written text to include vi-
sual, audio, video and data records. Lit-
eracy enables the use of recorded in-
formation, as do the tools and skills

required for its creation, dissemination

and use3?.
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Instead we can state that IL education
emphasizes the need for careful retrieval
and selection of information available
and places prime emphasis on recogniz-
ing message quality, authenticity and
credibility. It concentrates on critical
thinking, meta-cognitive and procedual
knowledge used to locate information
in specific domains, fields, and contexts
(Hobbs, 2006)4°.
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Information litearcy is the metaliteracy
for a digital age because it provides
the higher order thinking required to
engage with multiple document types
through various media formats in col-
While

media and technology formats continue

laborative environments. |...]

to change, the comprehensive nature
of information literacy prepares indi-

viduals to adapt to shifting informa-

tion environments. In many ways, this
is a process of learning how to learn.
Information-literate individuals acquire
the ability to understand information

using diffrent forms of technology®?.
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As noted earlier, critical information

literacy helps to expose the privileg-

ing of dominant perspectives and silenc-
ing of marginalized voices, and supports
learners to draw upon theorize their

own knowledge and experience%?.
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Indeed, in pursuing information liter-
acy, public library should aim to be
information rich einvironment that act
as a forum to discuss tha nature of
information and on nexus for public

praxis®8.
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As a socio-cultural practice that[IL]
facilitates knowledge of information

sources within an environment and an

understanding of how these sources and
the activities used to access them is
constructed through discourse. Infor-
mation literacy is constituted through
the connections that exist between peo-
ple, artifacts, texts, and bodily experi-
ences that enable individuals to develop
both subjective and intersubjective po-
sitions. Information literacy is a way
of knowing the many environments that
constitues an individual in the world. It
is a catalyst that informs practice and

is in turn informed by it2.
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Public libraries and information literacy: An overview of the

discussion on the concept of information literacy

Satsuki NAGURA T

t Graduate School of Education, the University of Tokyo

Public libraries, as lifelong learning institutions in line with their mission, have a role to play
in ensuring citizens for their information literacy. The concept of information literacy has been
debated in the field of library and information science, but information literacy in public libraries
has received little attention in previous studies defining or reframing the concept of information
literacy. Such studies have focused on academic and school libraries as the primary places where
information literacy is cultivated. It is still not known how the debates developed around the concept
of information literacy in which public libraries should be involved. This study reviews previous
studies that examined the concept of information literacy in relation to public libraries. The review
identified perspectives on information literacy, backgrounds in which information literacy has been
discussed, attributes of people that public libraries should be involved in their information literacy,

and related concepts.

Keywords: Public Libraries, Information Literacy, Review

-15-



