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On the So-Called Exclamatory ‘—° 2 in Middle Korean

KAWASAKI Keigo

This paper clarifies the etymological origins and detailed usage of the Middle
Korean exclamation ending “~°l| 2}, a retrospective form of the Modern Korean “-<]
2},

The ending “~°l| 2}” is derived from the form where the copula “°]-" is attached to
the “~©]” reason clause, sharing a structure and meaning similar to Modern Korean
expressions such as “~¢]4] ZL}]” and “-°] A Zo]o}’. This form is continuous with “~
o2} found in cleft sentences where the “~©1” reason clause is focused and also
represents a type of ellipsis where the core part corresponding to the main clause of
the “~°]” reason clause is not explicitly expressed.

Based on this understanding, the paper redefines this as the “explanatory —°ll 2},
categorizing its usage into four types: 1) preface or background information, 2)
request or appeal, 3) confusion or consultation, and 4) greetings. This “explanatory”
usage always pertains to explaining the “speaker’s own state”. Additionally, the
usage of “~9l”, found in a few 16th-century texts, is also consistent with these four
categories, considered to be the truncated form derived from the polite form “-°i ¢]
th(-o] o]t} of “~o|2}”. These forms are present in significant literary works such
as Goryeogayo (slfEi#ki%) Jeongseokga (Bffii#k) and Lee Toegye (#iki%)s Dosan
Sibigok (Bl —#) from the 16th century, which invites a reevaluation of
traditional interpretations of these phrases.

Furthermore, “~A2}”, traditionally understood as an alternate form of “-ol 2}’
involving the “-¢]- ~ -7 =" alternation, is considered to be an analogical extension
derived from a misinterpretation of the vowel “©]” from the original conjunctive
ending “-9]” for constructing reason clauses, as the prefinal ending “-°]-”"
indicating the perfect aspect. This extension is parallel to the emergence of “-7 2}
from “-°]2}”, fitting within the broader linguistic development where multiple
endings consolidate into a single word-final ending, reflecting a significant historical
trend in the Korean language.



