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Abstract

Rwanda experienced ethnic conflict in 1994. Since the current government considers ethnicity the cause of division, it bans
ethnicity-based classification and aims to establish a unified national identity. The purpose of this study is to discuss how
Rwandan history education contributes to the formation of national identity. The findings are based on classroom
observations of grade 6 social sciences classes in the primary school. The study finds that the teacher conducted classes
based on textbooks published by the government, so that the teacher was teaching children the historical content in
accordance with the government's policy, which emphasizes the concept of “returnees”. However, despite the absence of
ethnic terminology in the textbooks, the teacher used such terms to explain the details of the history of genocide. The
teachers' in-class acts showed their identification as teachers, but the content of their teaching expressed their identification
as returnees. There were situations that conflicted with the government's policy of abolishing classification by ethnicity
and creating a unified national identity of Rwandans.
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