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LIST OF THE MATERIALS OFFERED TO CHEMICAL ANALYSES

Source Reference

Suku, Fukuoka, Kynsha Umenara (1930)

APPENDIX
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M 32 . " ( ) ( " )
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Rediscovery of a Fragment of Triangular-Rimmed Mirror Displaying
Divinities and Animal Motifs from the Collection of The University
Museum, University of Tokyo.

Kensho AMEMIY A

It has been known through the collection catalogue in 1989 that an unspecified fragment of inner district
part of a triangular-rimmed mirror displaying divinities and animal motifs (TRM-DA) is stored at the Uni-
versity Museum, University of Tokyo (UMUT). For several decades, however, its whereabouts and details
remained unknown. I rediscovered the specimen, named as “M32", in 2019.

The M32 is a fragment of mirror classified as “the 134 type” of TRM-DA, and seven mirrors belonging to
the same type have been known. By comparing the M32 mirror with the other 134 type mirrors in terms of
the occurrence and expansion of the mold damages and alteration patterns, it seems that the M32 is the sixth
mirror to be produced among the eight mirrors of same type.

The history before the rediscovery of M32 can be traced by examining various recordings such as notes
and data cards housed at UMUT and Goto Shuichi's rubbing collection stored at Tenri University. M32 had
been stored at the Department of Anthropology, the University of Tokyo since before 1926. Although Goto
had recognized M32 as a fragment of mirror excavated from Mannen-Yama Kofun, it was not published due
to its small fragment size. In 1950, the fragment was firstly termed “M32" and was subjected to chemical
composition analysis by Tanabe Giichi, who continued to possess it after his analysis. M32 was returned to
UMUT in 1981, then it was published in the catalogue of 1989 as an inner distinct fragment of mirror. After
that, its whereabouts had been missing until its rediscovery in 2019.

As other 3 mirror fragments in Goto’s rubbing collection are deemed as TRM-DM found in Mannen-Yama
Kofun and it is speculated that one of those fragments belongs to the same individual of already-known mir-
ror based on button fragment, the final count of mirrors from Mannen-Yama Kofun can be summarized as
follows: 2 relief-carved beast belt mirrors, 9 TRM-DA, and 1 outer district fragment of TRM-DA (?), totaling

12 mirrors.





