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English Abstract
Comparative Study on the Existing Chinese Imperial Documents of the Ming-Qing Dynasties in Japan and Korea

This work is a product of the research project “The Comparative Study on the Existing Chinese Archives of the Ming-Qing Dynasties in the Historiographical Institute of
the University of Tokyo” conducted during FY2021-FY2024, as part of the General Collaboration Project of the Historiographical Institute of the University of Tokyo.

The Historiographical Institute of the University of Tokyo holds several collections of Ming-Qing dynasty Chinese official documents such as Chiming (4% ), Ziwen (&
X ), Zhafu (%ift), and related materials. While many of these are so-called ‘diplomatic’ documents brought to Japan or Ryukyu through diplomatic channels, a few are non-
diplomatic documents imported to Japan as antiques or antiquities. Both types of documents are valuable historical materials for understanding East Asian international
relations in the medieval and early -modern periods, as well as useful sources specifically for examining the value of Chinese official documents in Japanese pre-modern society.
In order to place these documents within the Ming-Qing administrative document system, we decided to examine the discrepancies between the documents and the official
regulations of the Ming-Qing dynasties and to compare them with similar or related examples, particularly by focusing on the official regulations and actual conditions on the
issuing side (China), on which there has been little research.

For this, we started the predecessor research project during FY2019-FY2020, (1) confirmed the official regulations of the Ming-Qing Dynasties, (2) checked them against
the documents in the Historiographical Institute, and (3) conducted comparative analyses on similar original documents held in Taiwan. The report was published in 2021 and
registered in the University of Tokyo Repository (http:/hdl.handle.net/2261/0002001394).

Building on that, the current project focused on Joseon dynasty Korea, which, like Japan and Ryukyu, was located on the periphery of China. We conducted a survey of Ming-
Qing dynasty original official documents held today in Korea, and examined the similarities and differences between the three countries of Japan, Ryukyu and Joseon. In

addition, a survey of similar or related documents was also carried out in various other institutions in Japan for comparative analysis.

The members of this research project (FARIOI T I X IN—)
Principal Researcher WATANABE Miki (¥ 32 ), Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, University of Tokyo (B AZEKRZFERA XALAFZERL
Co-Researchers ARAKI Kazunori ( 5K #1% ), Faculty of Humanities, Kyushu University (JuMAZE K2R ASCRIERF 720 )
LIM Gyung-june (#k E#% ), Academy of Cultural Studies, Dongguk University, Korea (#[E - BRE AR SCALFME)
LIU Xu-feng (% F#8 ), Research Center for Humanities and Social Sciences, Academia Sinica, Taiwan (&5 - FRAFZERA S SRIZERFZEF0)
TSUJI Yamato (it X#1), Institute of Urban Innovation, Yokohama National University (f&EE 7 K2ZEAZRET A ) X— a VIFER)
In-house Co-Researchers OKAMOTO Makoto ([ E ), The Historiographical Institute, University of Tokyo (BEAZ S RHRER)
KUROSHIMA Satoru ( 2l # ), The Historiographical Institute, University of Tokyo (BEEFAZSERIHRER)
SUDA Makiko (ZEMA ¥%F ), The Historiographical Institute, University of Tokyo (BREAZSEHFHERT)
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