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The current state and challenges of long-term educational programs

in art museums: An interview-based study with program educators

Shuzhen MI*

'Graduate School of Education, the University of Tokyo

Education programs in art museums are often short-term events that may lack the depth needed to foster
profound learning. This study examined the potential of long-term programs to improve learning outcomes for
participants. Interviews with educators from two art museums that run long-term programs revealed the following
insights: (1) Long-term programs have a greater impact on individual learning compared to one-off events; (2) They
also contribute to the formation of communities centered around the art museum. However, the lack of long-term
programs in many museums is linked to insufficient human and material resources. This resource shortage also
hinders the concrete evaluation of the learning effects of long-term programs. These findings highlight the potential
benefits of long-term programs, as well as the challenges that must be addressed to implement them effectively.
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