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The Consolidation of the Historical View of Chan Buddhism: From
the Five Lamp Records to the Compendium of the Five Lamps

Mikiyasu Yanagi

This paper offers a comparative analysis of the “five lamp records” #.% and
the Wudeng huiynan F.J5€7¢ (Compendium of the five lamps), highlighting the
following three key points:

First, while the Wudeng huiyuan is often regarded as the earliest history of
Chan to adopt the overarching framework known as the “five houses and seven
schools” LR L%5E, even the framework of the “five houses” 75 itself was also
first established in this compilation.

Second, the Wudeng huiyuan privileges its compiler Huiming's 2] (b.
1226) own Yangqi branch #5liik of the Linji school %% by portraying it as
the legitimate mainstream of Chan Buddhism. Both the Weiyang school {152
and the Huanglong branch & ##k of the Linji school are said to have foreseen
the rise of the Yangqi branch and entrusted the future of Chan to it. The survival
of the Caodong school ilil57 is attributed to the aid of two monks belonging
to the broader Nanyue lineage ®i#%-%, which encompasses the Yangqi branch.
Meanwhile, the Yunmen 2% and Fayan %[} schools are portrayed as merely
mistaken offshoots of the Nanyue lineage. The culmination of the Yangqi branch
is attributed to Dahui Zonggao KZ{ 5% (1089-1163).

Third, the Wudeng huiyuan contains a detailed account of the koan exercise
G brought to fulfilment by Dahui. This practice is presented as one whereby
anyone—monastic or lay, man or woman—could achieve enlightenment through

diligent application.



