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Foreword

In March 2024, the Asian Research Library and the Organization of Libraries, Museums,
and Documentation Center of Astan Quds Razavi in Mashhad concluded a memorandum
of understanding aimed at promoting research based on the valuable collections held by
both institutions and at deepening academic exchange. As the first substantial academic
initiative under this MoU, the Asian Research Library invited Dr. Elaheh Mahboub Farimani,
Director of the Documentation Center of Astan Quds Razavi, to lead a workshop in March
2025 on the typology of Safavid-period Persian documents preserved in the archives. The
two-day workshop surveyed diverse types of documents produced in connection with the
day-to-day operations of the Razavi Shrine, offering participating researchers and students
an exceptionally stimulating learning opportunity. This volume seeks to disseminate the
knowledge presented and shared during the workshop.

The cooperation between the two parties to the MoU has also extended to the
publication of this volume. The Asian Research Library gratefully acknowledges the
generous assistance provided by colleagues in Mashhad, who undertook the typesetting
of the Persian section of the volume—indeed, nearly the entirety of its contents. The
professional appearance of these pages, perhaps unexpected from a Persian-language
publication produced in Japan, is entirely thanks to their invaluable support.

It is our sincere hope that this volume will mark a meaningful step forward in
the study of the history and culture of Iran and the Persianate world, and that it will lay a
foundation for further research collaboration and for the deepening of a long-term partnership
between the Asian Research Library and the Organization of Libraries, Museums, and

Documentation Center of Astan Quds Razavi.

February 2026

SAGAWA Ejji
Director, Asian Research Library,

The University of Tokyo
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